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white, colored and WAC up to 30 September 1944 was 115 496.
93 patlents other than’ members of the United States Army were
treated of whom 24 were Brltlsh, 1 Canadlan, 1 Belglan, lb
>‘  Fr@pch .as well as 51 from the US Navy, Coast Guard, Merchant
 'ﬁ;fiﬂé;'and the Amerlcan Red CrOSS. Deaths occurrlng in the
”"hOSpltal were 1ow in number up to 30 September,; hey were 14 in
':?number, 7 from dlsease and 7 from ingury, of these é were dead
'On arrival; of the total, 3 were females and 11 males. Probably.
’V-ktbe bu51est days of the hospltal's ex1stance during that time
é : 7'k> occurred in the 48-hour perlod preceedlng 2 August when 599
| ,patients were admitted and 440\di$posed of , making a turnover
of 1029 gstlents‘ |

~© " 3. The Receiving O0ffice in order to meet. thls 1ncreased

- ’ - turnover, devised and put into operatlon an 1ngenious system of
tags for each bed, which were kept on a 1arge board in the Re=-
ceiving Office and which showed at any tlme exactly how many

”beds were empty and just where the beds ‘were located.

4, The Medlcal.Servloe during the perlod treated‘2,500

patiqnts,.281.bf which were neurb—psychiatrid cases. The Sur-

gical Service handled 5,27% patients, pefforming l;?Qéubpéféﬁibhs

in the period.

‘5. REHABILITATION found that its work was greatly increased
during this period, averaging about 106 patients under its care
at any one time. The staff was enlarged to include 3 officers,

1 nurse, and 5 enlisted men, The activities included work in
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, ,hmentg”'Towards this end the work

?Tment have done a great deal.: USO shows and CEMARentertainers

Ziwere brought to the hospltalvwhenever possible, Trips were org=
‘T*_anlzed to nearby places of historlcal 1nterest. Freewtlckets
'fxwere obtalned fqr performances at the local Uheatres., From lO

;1  to- 12 motlon plctures were shown per Week on the wards, with °

’ —-5 "~ )
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,ffour*sEows a'week fortthe ambulatory patients and two for'the

stock'dgllberally w1th books.' An~excellent jazz

ig bleasure of the patients 1n the Red Cross. -When pos-

i,mp,ovement and refurnlshing.: The enllsted men's

;HPublic Relations,‘as a result of interviews w1th the
”various patlents, was able to send. 1n several hundred releases

"t‘of,their’Qombattexperxences; 'These‘storles later appeared in

Pty e, 8 .



vunning llfe of a well tralned; efflcient organization.
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‘) HEADQUARTERS ,
~97th. (US) General Hospital~
- APO 204, U, S. &my

3 January 1945

hEiéiQRYvOF‘THE'QVTH GENERAL HOSPITAL, 1 OCTOBER TO 31 DECEMBER 1945

'l The 1ocation of the 97th General Hospital remained the

"_v‘nce its original setting up at Hblton Park, Wheatley, Oxon,
ap'coordinates 0425, Ordnance Survey GB 1/63000 (10 mile map),

;There were no important changes of personnel, size or general

‘”preeedure since 1 October 1944, the date on which the 1ast %eport

was rendered, although some were felt to be immenent in accordance

" with the adoption of the new Tables of Organization foredeneral

Hospitals. To meet such circumstances, the Commanding officer
appointed certain officers to understudy the work of the men who

might be expected to leave the organization. The 97th General

I‘Hbspital remained a part of the 15th Hospital Center for the

B

R

7“2, During the period the work of the Utilitiee Department

V'geemed even greater and more varied than before, their tasks

rquing from the setting up of additional huts and the building
of a road, to the construction of a Nativity scene for the Chapel.
at Christmas. One of the greatest problems as the wet English
winter set in for certain, was the mud that seemed to be everyn
where. Ditches approximately two feat deep were dug along the

sides of all the roads and fi1lled with roek core and cinders to

'facilitate drainage. ApproximatelyAfive<hundred yards of road




R A ¥ i [ .La :.x el sl in Wl
t \'E*\ ;’”_ N
v \V‘ H i‘\l k .l ) v)

i AU 1! S

“was built through the "Civilian Area" of the post in order that

.mud and water filled holes would not cause vehicles that must

go there to track mud about the rest of the camp. Effort was
made to dig drainage pits and fill holes and low places ailabout
the camp to prevent the accumulation of mud from the unusually
rainy‘weathef. A parking lot was made near the headquarters,
designed to be as nearly "mud-proof" as possible by digging deep
and then filling in with rocksiand cinders hauled from the
Blectric Company in Oxférd. A building was taken down at an
abandoned camp and set up here to be used for the preparat*nn
of vegetables and meats, thus 1eaving more room for the actual
cooking in the overcrowded mess halls. Three additional huts
were:under construction at the end of this period, two to be
used as day rooms for the Enlisted Men, the third was to be a
"Broadcasting Studio" in connection wiﬁh the newly acquired
Public Address System. Partitions were set up in the Detachment
Mess so that the Bakery might be separate from the rest of the

Mess Hall, all three messes were repainted throughout. About

one hundred road signs were made and put out along the roads on
the way to the Hospital to facllitate the approach of ambulances
evacuating from other units. The Post Exchange and the Enlisted
Mens'! Pub™ were repainted and redecorated to make thess pleces
more attractive,in order that as much recreation as possible
might be found on the Post. As the cold weather drew on, the
6ents, which had been set up to enlarge the bed capacity of the
hospital, were "winterized" by fitting them with composition
board walls and wooden doors; after this was done it was felt by
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of the detachment. Pictures were taken and picture layouts were
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‘Zahy paﬁients that the tents were just as comfortable as the wards

themselves. As Christmas drew on, much pleasure and spirlt was

afforded both the patients and the detachment by the decorations
and tree lights that were made from scrap wire, and the candﬂabfa
and hativity Scene made for the chapel. )

| -3:_7Eﬁeb iﬁcre&sing as the populapion of the hospital grew,
the work of the Mess'DQQartment reached its climax at Thanksgiving

and Christmas. Thanksgiving was the blggest day in the Mess's ?
history with 1828 meals served at the Thanksgiving dinner. On that
day approximetely 2900 pounds of turkeybwere consumed in the mess
halls{decorated for the occaslon by the nurses. The Christmas
dinne}, with all the halls agaln decorated appropriately fof the 3
season; ran a close second with 1630 meals served. In makling an |
appfoximate survey, it is revealed that the mess halls consumed in

‘a week, 12 tons of canned and other non-perishable foods, and six

tons of meat and perishable foods. Thus an average of 18 tons of i
rations were brought into the hospital each week. 1

4. The Public Relations department during the pericd added

another Enlisted Man to its staff and was turning out approximstely

five stories a day on the casuslties in the hospital and the members

submitted wherever possible. On one occasion a story was sent

back to the United States, concerning a casumalty who was payed by 1
a detachment member, an old friend from his home town. This story
was considered of so great human interest that it was broadcast on

a local network and later picked up on a national hook-up. :

5. The work of thé Rehabllitation Service continued without ? K

- 31',- )
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much chenge since the last period. Volunteer Officer patients

were used to take the men.on road marches and to lead them in out

door activities in general. A picket fence was made to go around

the flag-pole green outside of Headquarters and to set off the

various buildings in.thatlarea. Approximately 250 wooden toys

wére made of scrap lumber in the Rehabilitation cgrpentfy shop to j
be given at the Christmas party to the children of Wheatley. i
Through the efforts of Rehabilitétion, one of the sergeants who

has had considerable experience as a phﬁsical tralning instrhctor,
gave calisthenics over the public address system twice each day.
These exeréises were designed primarily for the patients who could
~not leave the wards, and ranged from simple exarcises for those |
confined to bed, to more strenuous ones for those able to be up

and about. An hour of training films were shown each day aé part

of the program, and special combat films, procured from the Hospital

Center, were shown several times each week. At the close of the

period a special rehabilitation program was beiné organized for
the Neuropsychiatric patients, for whom certain aspects of the
regular program would not be appropriate.

6. Some statistics from the Registrar's 0ffice will be of

interest and help in getting a correct picture of the growth of

the hOSpital and the types of patients treated during the period.
The greatest number of patlents in the hospital was on 1 January
1945 on which date there were 1255 patients in the hospital, the
greatest number since the hospital was activated. November 3, 1944
saw the greatest number of admissions, 328. The total number of
patients treated during the period was 2150, bringing the number _
-4 = : i
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freated since the start of the hospital'to47554; of these 3711
ware battlg casualties., The number returned tobduty during the
period,was 1121, since the start, 2172. And the number sent to

the Zone of the Interior for the period was 642, since the start,
1066. The‘average stay of a patient in the hospital was 22.4 days;
16.8 for disease, 29.5 for injury, and 30.5 for battle casualtieé.
During the period there wéreronly five deaths 1n the hospital,
bringing the number from the start up to nineteen. Only three‘
cases of Venereal Disease were reported from the hospital.detach~

ment for the period. The surgical service reported 1314 admissions

- for the period, with 650 operations performed, 34 of them were

major and 616 of them minor operations.

7. In speaking of the work of Special Services, a broad field

embracing the efforts of the Red Cross and the spontaneous achieve-
ments of many members of the command will be considered. Two in-
stallations in the hospital made possible a whole range of activ-

ities that began during this period: The construction of the Post

. Theater and the setting up of the Public Addresé System. The rear

end of one of the wards which was not intended to hold patients

was fitted with a complete stage procured from Special Services
Supply. This stage, though small, was complete with curtains and
all the various necessary lights. The Utilities department en-
larged it and arrangements were made so that there would be dress-
ing rooms for the.visiting entertainers. In this theater two moving
picture shows were given daily from Sunday through Wednesday, and
movlies were shown on the wards themselves at the rate of 12 to 18

8 week. At least one "live show" was given at the theater each

week, the shows ranging from plays, such as "Three Men On A Horse"

o e AR by i b 1 7T
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with Sam Levine, to the Various Us0 and‘ARC ehtertainment~groups.
Magiclans, puppets and glee clubs also were. included“in tha'pre-'
senféﬁions; The entertainers toured the various wards as well

for the amusement of tha bed patients.‘ The Post Theater was also

,3ﬂhused every other week for Detachment Dances. At these affairs,

;g ;-f; ?ffl®cal girls were 1nvited by the men and music was supplied by the

unit orchastra equipped with instruments procured from Special

Service sources. On occasion flowers and favors for the guests
were:purchased and distributed. The dances were climaxed when on

30 December, Sam Donahue and his 18~-piece United States Navy Dance

when there was no Detachment Dance, beer parties with free beer

fof all were held at the "Pub". At the end of the period a crystal
1mi§rophone was being installed in the Theater so that the various
presentations might be carried through the Publiec Address system

to the wards for the benefit of the bed patients.

The Public Address system, procured by the Red Cross, con-

~sisted of a unit contalning a radiso, a record playgr and a micro-
phone, with speaker outlets on all the wards. During the“dgywphigz_

was used to bring radio music and attractions to all the wards and

for the purpose of making special announcements of interest to all

i : peréonnel. The record blayer was used both in gueésing contests
arranged by the Red Cross, and in a Music Appreciatiqn progranm.

Perhaps the most unique purpose for which the Public Address system
was used was in the presentation of Radio Plays by a group of Officers,

Nurses and Enlisted Men calling themselves "The Hospital Playhouse".

-5 -

Band played for the evening's entertainment. On alternate weeks, ' g
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’Hhese, Starting as an experiment, met with such instant success
that théy were repeated on an average of one every other wé;k. At
the close ofAthe period it was planﬁpd,that more plays would be
done, for iﬁ_the beginniﬁg they had to be written, directed and
‘.producedventirely by this group. For these productions sound ef=

fefegt équipment was improyised,'and later certain sound effect

Q[Tireeodefﬁerefpurchased. Several times the piayers went to nearby

KE _.41 -  hospitals eqdi?ped with similar Public Address systems to put on

the plays. |
Beginning several weeks before Christmas a choir was formed
to sing Christmas carols and hymns under the direction of Lt Mason.i
On Ghristmas(Eve this group sang at a candle light service in the
Chapel, and then made rounds of the wards. It also repeatéd the
service held in the Chapel over the Public Address system so
“that the patients on the wards might hear the music. Trips were
madevto nqarby hospitals as well to give the program there.
Duriﬁg the football season a football team was orgahized
- which playedlagainst several Station and General Hospitals .in the
vUﬁited Kingdom. Six games were played, four won and twoqlost, with
'€f 7"Mtrénsportation supplied for the.enthusiastic‘rooters that followed
- the team. A basketball team was orgaﬁized to play agalnst outside

groups and elght intra-mural teams comprised of the peﬁSonqel from

different departments were,organized, playing an_averagé of two
games a week. Through the cooperation of the British Council,

trips to Parliament and to nearby places of historical interest
were organized. Arrangements weré also made for those on.leave

to attend short courses at famous Unlversities, such as Oxford,

o T -



A S S M S
PR AR e 4 R i

T I N L e e Lol Ao ooy

Reproduced at the National Archives

§ AUy N
4 Loy !
DBy IOHARL Dits

6;mbridge, Belfast and Edinburgh. The regular Special Service
functions such as the maintenance and equipment of day rooﬁs,
handling of subscriptions to the various periodicals, and the dis-
~tribution of Book Council books, were'of course carried on. A
contest was held at Christmas time to determine which ward had
‘the most 6rigina1 and artistic decorations. This met with’great
enthusiasm and some of the wards were truly startling in the mag-
nificance of their Christmas spléndor, even going so far as to
improvise stained glass windows. It was believed that the enthus-
lasm and interest shown by all personnel in instigating and Carry-
ing out these various recreational and entertainment efforts was
excéptional. The Commanding foicer gave great encouragement to
all these activities and by his great interest did much to foster
their increase. He ezpressed pleasure in the results obtained and

saild that they were in full accordance with the Theater Commander's

wish that as much diversion as possible be afforded on the Post it-
P self,
In considering the operation of the Hospital as a whole during

the past quarter, the Commanding Officer expressed pleasure at the

ever increasing interest and enthusiasm shown by groups and indi-

vidvals in making the hbspital an even more efficient and smoothly
’ i
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KNOX DUKIAP,
Colonel, MC,
Commending.

running institution.

Vel ;741::e5/¢(/

JAMES C. HENSEL,
l1st Lt, Med Adm C,
Unit Historian.
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;these cases.were returned to duty, 14% were returned to the k=
Qﬂf!Zone of Interior, | o ' ' | | 4

o A total of 525 RAMPS were treated bvfthe Medical Service

yf?Revaccinatlon, stimulatinw doses of teﬁanus and typhus toxoid
aas well as anti- typhoid 1nnocu1ations were administered in each :
‘Vease¢: Prior to discharge all RAMPs had complete;"GS" examinatlons.

>'°‘1fk Addltional consultations within the Medlcal Service were~

L "‘eneral Medicine~293 Yp-111, NP-1054 and Dermatology-zss, : - i
The Laboratory pulled 1ts' share of the load by making 19 793 R

ﬁifests.- Breakdown was al follows* Bacteriology~2474 Serology-F,"
i196 Chemistryalglo Urinalysis-4674 Hematology-9494 and‘TissueSJ__‘.ga

a'Five Dental Officers,'one under strength examined and treated :d' i

-.;every patient admitted to the hOSpltal in addltion to their out
fdi patient work Five thousand ,eight hundred and fifteen app01nt». e;A‘ i
ﬂ;iments were kept Whlch 1ncluded- Artif101a1 dentures~140 filllngSa

‘1:2519 missing teeth replaced bv prostheses~705 oral prophylaxiSs; |
‘;f7579 intra oral x-ray exposures~925.
| Except for a few critical items the Medical Supply needs of}

§ all wards and departments were successfully handled.

.3 a
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'tkefgreatest amount of : entertalnment for the larg~

"o;showings, four times each week were prescnted in

In addltion to the movies, ARG and USO

*é,‘ an'lrecreation for all officer personnel The facllltiﬂs and

rvices of tho Officer's Club wero ‘wade available tc all Officer ]

/f,,patients on a temporary basis., '
‘ LfSightsaeing tours %o points of interost in this 1ocality were

' arranged through the cooperation of Special Service and tha Trans-

portation Officer. ~ff.:«; }5A, SR
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FOREWORD

In this report it is intended to show
the activities of the 97th General Hospltal
between the months of April in 1945 and January
in l9h6

(1) To describe the scene of

activities it left in England;

(2) To relate its transition to
hm&ﬂnt,&ammw,

(3) To delineate the steps with
which it assumed the burden of a new installation;

(h) And, to-observe its final program
of administration and care for the patients and
assigned personnel . . .
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OPERATION IN ENGLAND

Introductlon

R ~ Activated on 25 June 1943 at Fort Bragg, North Carolina,

" under the command of Colonel Knox Dunlap, the 9Tth General Hospital
- completed its basic training at that camp and remained there until
it left for the European Theater of Operatlons in March of 19l

il e Aprll fbund.the unit in- England, and on the 21st day of
W that month ‘it began operations at Holton Park, Wheatley, Oxon, England

- (map coordinates. 0h25p Ordnance Survey GB 1/63000 (lo-mlle map). Here
“the peak 1n the patlent census was l 331 patlents. ' _

Services

, Casualtles were recelved by hospital tralns, hospltal planes,
and ambulances. The majority of the train evacuations occurred between
2L0o hours and 0800 hours and required the presence of all personnel.

Of the admissions, 5h.11% were hospltallzed for disease, 36. 8%
were battle casualties, and 9.0% were injuries. The average number of
patient days for disease was 27. 9 days, for battle casualties 35 days,
'and for 1n3ur1es 33.h4 days.

The Medlcal Service had an unusually heavy patlent load, due
- mainly to Trenchfoot and Recovered Allied Military Personnel. The
*~ Trenchfoot Section was very successful in its treatment. FEighty-six
percent of the cases were returned to duty, and 14% were returned to
the Zone of Interior. RAMPS were cared for by re-vaccination, stim-
lating doses of tetanus and typhus toxoid, as well as anti-typhoid
inoculations, which were administered to each patient..

Flve Dental Officers examlned and treated every patient
admitted to the hospital, in addition to their out-patient work. No
separate statistics are available for the month of May for any of tne
other- Services of the hospital.

Supply

R ' Mass admlssions and evacuatlons placed an extra burden on the
Medical Supply Department for the property exchange of litters, blankets,
pajamas, and towels.,

i,

Mess

Lacking the equipment generally associated with an installation
of this size, the Mess Department was largely responsible for the high .
morale of patients and assigned personnel. The Recovered Allied Military
Personnel suffering from malnutrition greatly increased the number of
special diets. With all the difficulties of equipment, all patients and
' personnel were served three well-balanced, hot, and tasty meals daily.

-1~
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OPERATION IN ENGLAND (Contd)

Chaglains

Two hard-working Chaplains with an appropriately appointed
chapel met the spiritual needs of patients and assigned personnel.

Daily Catholic Mass was held, as well as the usual Holy Day
and Sunday Services.

Protestant religious services were held each Sunday, and a
weekday Bible Study Group met through most of this period.

Jewish Holy Days were observed and arrangements were ‘made for
people of this faith to attend such services in Oxford.

Daily calls were made upon all wards and ward tents. Countless
personal interviews were held with patients of all faiths.

Special Services

- Sports played a large part in the reconditioning of rehabilita-
tion patients. Vblleyball and softball were the most popular. Blght
basketball teams played in an intra-organizational league, and six softball
teams were engaged in an intra-organizational league.

Although it had been improvised, the Post Theater was well-equipped.
Movies provided the greatest amount of entertainment for the 1argest number
of people, Two showings four times each week were presented in the theater,
" and bed patients viewed an average of 16 complete show1ngs on the wards,

The American Red Cross and United Service Organlzatlons presented
"in person® shows every ten days. Bi-weekly dances were held for the enlisted
men with masic furnished by the unit band., On alternate weeks beer parties
were held in the well-decorated enlisted men's pub. Two well-equipped day
rooms were also available to men of the detachment. :

Weekly dances highlighted the Offlcers' Club activity, and limited
civilian facilities made the club the center of attraction and recreation
for all officer personnel. The services of the Officers'! Club were made
available to all officer patients on a temporary basis.

Sightseeing tours to points of interest in the locality of the
hospital were arranged through cooperation of Special Services and the
Motor Pool.

Red Cross
Five permanently assigned Red Cross personnel, generously assisted
by fourteen British volunteers, offered a varied social and recreational

program for ambulatory and bed patients., A ward visiting library, a craft
shop, and a game room were also equipped and staffed by the Red Cross.

-0
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OPERATION IN ENGLAND (Contd)

Conclusion

When the hospital closed officially on 18 May 1945, it found
the personnel filled with the sense of satisfaction for a job well done,
with pride of organization, high morale, and confidence in future

missions.

The remaining days of June were spent in packing and in the
preparation for the expected move of the hospital. At 0515 on 30 June
1945, the personnel of the hospital boarded a train at Wheatley, England,

for a destination unknown.
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OPERATION IN GERMANY

Transition

At the half-year mark in 1945 the 9Tth General Hospital was
at Le Havré, France, where it landed upon completion of its trip from
England. The unit remained here throughout the month of July, leaving
Le Havre during the latter part of the month to proceed to Frankfurt,
Germany.

Orientation

S On 1 August 1945, the unit assumed operatlons of the new
installation in Frankfurt from the 180th General Hospital, and it re~
mained there throughout the rést of that year. The installation which
was handed over to the 97th General Hospital was a former German Luft-
waffe Hospital, and it was quite adequately equipped. Many problems

had to be met and solved which were the result of the presence of German
equipment, a strange locale, and fairly extensive bomb damage; but through
the diligent and untiring work of all of the hospital personnel, the
problems were met and gradually overcone.

Along with the new medical installation, a large number of
nearby apartment houses were taken over; and these were eventually made
a part of the installation as billets for assigned personnel. Considerable
work was required on these billets to make them habltable because of
extensive bomb damage.

All available hospital space was utilized or was in the process
of conversion for hospitalization. Fourteen additional nissen-type.
treatments were added to provide additional ward space for convalescent
patients, and a women's ward and obstetrical clinic were planned.,
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MEDICAL SERVICE

A rapid tﬁrnover of beds occurred at first because of the 15-days
policy. Admissions were high but evacuating by air to rear echelons

_‘oceurred daily.l Rapid redeployment caused high admission rate of cases

normally cared for by local dispensaries, field and evacuation hospltals.
When the 120-days policy was. instituted on 22 August 1945, additional
beds had to be set up in the halls as the daily air evacuation stopped
then, This situation was relieved by diminishing admission rates and
the. transferrlng of convalescents to. the 317th Station Hospital and the
16th Field’ Hospital in Weisbaden, Germany. In November and December,

Z':evacuatlon, every four or five weeks only, by hospital train to hospital
'ships in’ Bremen, 1ncreased the occupancy of beds.

Redeployment caused a constant change in staff and usual problems.

~Spéc1a11sts became consplcuous by their absence. Battle casualties

were not a problem since all acute cases had been evacuated before our

‘arrival after V;E Day.4

’Trenchfoot, old, with persistent symptoms were seen in the first
few months. The majority of these cases were returned to duty. 0ld
chest wounds with persistent chest palns were seen and evacuated to the
Zone of the Interior. _

The 1argest section was General Medicine. Fifty percent of admis-

‘sions were due to Gastro-Intestinal Disease. One third of the beds were

occupied by cases of Hepatitis. There was no epidemic, but the constant
flow of new cases replaced the discharged. Total Hepatitis cases were
225, No deaths occurred. -The average duration of hospitalization was
six weeks, No causative agent was found. Treatment consisted. of bed

‘rest, low fat, high protein, high carbohydrate diet, and intra~miscular

Thiamin Chloride, 100 mgms daily, until convalescent.

A large numbér of Duodenal Ulcers Wefe diagnoséd and transferred to
the Zone of the Interior. Two Gastric Ulcers required gastric resection,

~one because of persistent hemorrhage, the other because of suspected
carcinoma. Both cases were in young individuals.

There were many cases of Acute Gastro-Enteritis for which no cause
was found. " 'No special treatment was required, Many officers were dis-

- charged with diagnosis of functional disturbances of the Colon. Four

cases of Amoebic Dysentery responded to Diodoquin Therapy. Bacillary
Dysentery was conspicuously absent. : :

1 From 31 July 1945 to 1 January 1946

Total admissions to Medical Service: 3,200.
Discharge to duty: 2,665.
Transfers to the Zone of the Interior: 535,
Number of patients in Out-Patient Department: “51,885.
Number of treatments in Out-Patient Department:™ 57,255.
Number’ of consultations made in hospital by MedlcEI Service: 1,001.

L
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MEDICAL SERVICE (Contd)

Twelve cases of Acute Rheumatic Fever were treated successfully
with large doses of salicylates. All responded successfully, including
- two cases complicated by acute pericardial effusion. One of the cases
ﬁf P?ii;ardial effusion had been receiving daily paracentesis at another
ospital. :

Six cases of Acute Nephritis were diagnosed, fbllowing upper respir-
-atory infections due to Beta Hemolytic Streptococcus, All responded to
usual symptomatic therapy. 3 : ’

- The second largest section was Dermatology -~ Venereal Disease.
Six to ten cases of Penile Ulcers with darkfields positive for Treponema
Pallida were admitted daily after the Tth Army VD Center closed on 1
December 1945. Several extra-genital chancres were seen., ‘

A11 cases of Syphilis, primary and secondary, were treated with
intensive therapy consisting of Penicillin, 50,000 units intra-miscularly
every three hours, to total 4,000,000 units, and Mapharsen 0.06 gms intra-
venously, daily to total 0,48 gms. Total cases: 1L4T7. ‘

Gonorrhea cases were admitted for treatment only when cdmplications
or, relapse developed. Total cases: 223.

Chancroids were prevalent in greater ratio than in England. Sulfona-
mides produced satisfactory results. Lymphopathia Venereum cases were
infrequent .

Diphtheria was the major contagion problem. Seventy cases were
treated with Penicillin, parenterally, and serum in adequate dosage.
TFifteen cases of Myocarditis and five cases of Peripheral Neuritis
occurred as complications. One death occurred due to Myocarditis.

An active skin clinic of fifty patients, three times a week, kept
the service busy. Scabies, particularly over-treated and mis-diagnosed,
was the most common skin disease. Epidermatophytosis was the secord most
common disease seen. Acute reactions to Penicillin were not a rare cause
for admission. '

The Neuropsychiatric Service was not large because of lack of patients.
The psychotics were transferred to 317th Station Hospital in Weisbaden be-
cause of poor facilities for security patients at this installation. The
psychiatrist averaged about 100 consultations per month in the hospital
and about 10 per month for outside court-martials. -

In October and November, special clinics were established for anmmal
examination of LS50 Regular Army Officers.

Clinics were held three afternoons weekly. General Medicine had an
average attendance of 20 patients daily. The Dermatology Clinic had an
average attendance of 50 patients daily. The Neuropsychiatric Clinic saw
patients only by appointment. An’ Allergy Clinic, one afternoon per week,
was. started by Major Hoffman on 26 December 19L5. One Medical Officer was
designated as receiving officer and maintained an Out-Patient Clinic as
a full-time job. : : :

-6
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MEDICAL SERVICE _(Contd)

>Unusual Cases

- Five. cases of cutaneous dlphtheria were treated successfully'w1th
Dlphtherla Ant1tox1n, without compllcatlons..

: Oné case of Kala Agar falled to respond ‘to Antlmony. Autopsy was
.‘performed

- S T One case of Gulllaln—Barre Syndrome falled to survive 1nsp1te of
.} . .the use of respirator and tube feedlng. Autopsy revealed multlple pul-
L f‘monary abscesses.,v :

o Several Methyl Alcehol p01son1ng cases and one acute Emhyl Alcohol
w ~poison1ng caseé dled ‘ :

Vo One case of chronlc Splenic Hemolytic Anemia was treated and sent
to the Zone of the Interior. He had had acute attacks for ‘the previous
16 years and had seen one year of combat duty in the Field Artlllery.
He still has hlS spleen. , ’

One case of Hanot's Hypertrophlc clrrh031s of the liver was sent
to the Zone of the Interior.

‘ Four cases of Dextro-Cardio were admitted in the perlod of one
t - month, .

Four cases of congenltal bundle branch block were sent to the Zone
of the Interior.

One case of Polycystic KldneyS'was admitted because of an attack
resembling angina pectoris.

~ Diagnosis of Acute Haemorrhaglc Pancreatitls'was substantlated at
autopsy. ' :

One case of Atrophic Clrrhosis of the liver was admitted.

‘One case of Carbon Tetra—chlorlde p01son1ng survived and returned
to full milltary duty. .

The Dermatologlst was 1mpressed by the fact that Penicillin reactions
occurred frequently in individuals with skin sensitized by chronic epiderma-
tophytosis-and cautioned against the use of Penicillin in such cases.
Reactions consisted of chills; fever, arthralgia, and skin lesions, varying
from erythema to urticaria, angioneurotic edema, and exfoliative 1631ons.

New Treatments

1. Dlphtherla carriers were treated with Penicillin Nose Drops, and
spray with solution containing 500 units of Penicillin to one cubic centi-
meter of normal saline. One hundred percent failure occurred in two cases,

-7
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MEDICAL SERVICE (Contd)

2. Benzyl Benzoate emulsion and ointment were tried in treatment
of Scabies. The Dermatological Consultant found the treatment unsuccessful
and too irritating to the skin.

3, Penicillin intra-spinally and 1ntra—muscuiarly was successful in
one case of Meningitis due to Pneumococcus Type I and Type III as compli-
cation of fractured skdll 1nvolv1ng frontal 51nuses.

he Thlamln Chloride 100 mgns 1ntra—muscular, daily, was successful
in controlling vomlting, weakness, and anorexia in cases of Hepatitis,
acute infectious. It is believed that several cases could have resulted
Cin death if this treatment had not been given.-

5. ‘One case of poisoning due to ingestion of 200 cc of Carbon Tetra-
chloride survived with use of intravenous flucose 10%, in distilled water,
and dally intra-miscular injection of 100 mgms of Thiamin Chloride.

Pharmagz

A well-equipped, organlzed and functioning Pharmacy was inherited
from the 180th General Hospital. 2 Serious problems have been scarce.
German pharmacenbticals were suspected of being an excellent source of
possible sabotage. They were turned over to local German Hospitals. All
drugs and filled prescriptions were recalled from wards and replaced by
new issue. Trained manpower shortage due to redeployment was solved
adequately by hiring German civilians and United States.civilian Pharma-
cists Assistants. Excessive demand for compounding prescriptions for
outlying units was solved at first by sending ingredients and instructions
for compounding. Later this was attended to by Pharmacy maintained at
Weinheim Medical Depot. Some of these units had come 200 miles., A large
distillation plant has been adequate for the hospital and utilities need
for distilled water.

o  The amount of prescriptions per month:

Average: Miscellaneous ——e——w——m——— 1,700
Narcotic - - 300
Hypnotie : : 200
TOTAL 2,200
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SURGICAL SERVICE

The Surgical Service of the 97th General Hospital assumed responsi-
bility for the treatment of surgical patients left by the 180th General
Hospital when that unit moved from Frankfurt, Germany, on 1 August 19L5.
There was a hospital census of 626 on that date, a majority of which were
surgical patients.3 By separating surgical cases from medical cases and
establishing designated areas of the hospital for each of the surgical
specialties, it was possible to increase the efficiency of treatment and
disposition of surgical problems.

Due to the frequent change of personnel on the Surgical'Service as

- well as in other departments of the hospital, there was a constant problem

of maintaining qualified specialists in the various sections. Redeployment
of medical officers and skilled surgical technicians of the enlisted grades
required frequent re-adjustment of assignments., Training of replacements
was accomplished in many instances by having the newly-arrived enlisted men
get on-the-job training with the enlisted men who were about to be rede-
ployed. This made it p0331b1e to maintain a high degree of efficiency and
prevented possible decrease in the quality of service rendered by techni-
cians. For short periods of time, due to redeployment, there would-be no
qualified specialist to cover such departments as Ophthalmology and Neuro-
surgery, but by the cooperation of other sections, partly-trained specialists
satisfactorily maintained these departments and performed the necessary
technical services in an exemplary manner.

3 Fora h—month period, the following average daily admission rates
to the Surgical Service are noted:

Sep 1945 —m—mm—meme 30
Oct 1945 ———mmmemme 27
Nov 1945 =——meeme — 25
De¢ 1945 ——m—eememm 20

During this same period, the following average daily census on the
Surgical Service are noted:

Sep 1945 =mmmmmmmme 150
Oct 1945 —meme—m———m 130
Nov 19L5 wemmmmeeme 420
Dec 1945 ~emmm—mm—— 395

The following table indicates the type and amount of Surgical
operations done during the periods stated:

1945 Major Minor Hlective Emergency
Aug 69 269 295 I3
Sep 88 222 245 56
Oct 91 308 316 83
Nov 76 188 212 Y
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SURGICAL SERVICE (Contd)

The establishment of a "Shock Ward" for the treatment of serious
injuries and the care of patients following major surgical operations
proved to be a very satisfactory and efficient method of handling .these
cases. Hesponsibility of a single officer who was put in charge of the
"Shock Ward" simplified the problems of shock treatment and made possible
- an efficient management. of special post-operative treatments. special

~installation of suitable valves and piping, the Utilities Department of
the hospital supplies the "Shock Ward" with an outlet for continuous
suction and an outlet for oxygen for inhalation at the head of each bed.
A suction pump with a negative pressure tank and a - large tank of oxygen
were housed in a'cabinet placed outside of the ward. These were connected
through the wall by pipes leadingto the individual outlets at the head of
each bed. The free use of suction by this apparatus applied to double
lumen metal drain used in the treatment of peritonitis proved to be a
most efficient method of aspirating pus from the peritoneal cavity and
probably was the most important single factor in saving the lives of all
peritonitis cases that have been treated in this manner here. Oxygen
supplied by the apparatus has been used almost daily in the efficient
management of head-trauma and other cases requiring oxygen inhalations.

For the purpose of improving clinical records and aiding the study of
surgical diseases; a photographic laboratory was established in December,
19L45. A technician corporal of the US Army working with an employed German
civilian physician have given excellent service and produce clinical photo-
graphs of high quality. The laboratory is equipped with material for the
developing, printing, and the enlarging of films, Pictures of surgical
defects before and after operation have proven valuable, especially in
cases requiring plastic surgery. A print of such photographs are made a
part of the patient's clinical record. '

The\following sections of Surgery are now in operation:

(a) General Surgery.

(b) Orthopedic Surgery and Physical Therapy.

(¢) TUrology.

(d) Plastic Surgery.

(e) Ophthalmology.

(f) Otorhinolaryngology. .

(g) Gynecology. and Obstetrics.

(h) Operating Section, Anesthesia Department,
and Central Supply. .

The section of Gynecology and Obstetrics was established in November,
1945, for the purpose of treating US and Allied female personnel. All
surgical diseases in women have been admitted to this section. Arrangements
have been made for obstetrical care of military dependents but at this time
there are very few applying for this service. In anticipation of the arri-
val of the families of US military personnel in this region, provision has
been made for prenatal and postnatal clinic care and the proper handling
of infants and children.

. -10-
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SURGICAL SERVICE (Contd)

The section of Plastic Surgery was established in December 1945
when a qualified specialist in this field was assigned to the hospital.
Chief consideration of this section has been the surgical treatment of
burns, Three large tubs in the Physical Therapy Department have proven
valuable in the treatment of burns and the patients suffering from exten-
sive 2nd degree and 3rd degree burns have been grateful for the relief
they obtain by bathlng daily in these ‘warm ‘tubs of water,

The Orthopedic Section has had a consistantly hlgh patient census,
and numerous long-bone fractures are managed by traction devices on the
ward until the fractures are sufficiently united to permit application of
plaster casts and transfer of the patlents to the Zone of the Interior.

“11-
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DENTAL SERVICE

On 29 July it began operation in its present site in Frankfurt-on-
Main, Germany. The Dental Clinic was established in four rooms in the
basement floor of the hospital building. One small room was a laboratory,
the other three rooms each had two chairs, All equipment was German, and
consisted of two German Ritter and four German Siemens units, six base
chairs, a German Siemons dental x—ray machine, and German instruments and
sterlllzers.

on 10 August 19h5, Lt. Col Gharles M. Farber replaced Lt. Col. George -

H. Richardson as the Chief of Dental’ Service. On .27 Avgust plans for a

Dental Clinic in a group of empty rooms on the third floor were submitted
" to the Commanding Officer. This was disapproved in September. However,
two rooms:in the group were allocated later to the Dental Service, and the
Prosthetic Section. (operating room and laboratory), began operating in

B 307 on 19 November. This arrangement separates the Prosthetic Section
from the rest of the clinic, being on the floor above and in a different
section of the building., There has been a plan proposed to increase the
facilities of the hospital by building four additional w1ngs. To date
this plan has not been approved., In the plan construction is to begin on
1 April 1946 and scheduled to be completed 1 January l9h7, one floor of one
wing to be a complete Dental Cliniec.’

. The Out—Patlent service accounted for 80 percent of the admissions
and 70 percent of the sittings. Within a radius of some 50 miles, more
than 10,000 troops were without Dental Officers, and depended upon this
hospltal to provide their dental treatment. "Bleeding and sore gums®
Was a common complaint., There were periods when these cases required the
“full time of two Dental Officers. In addition to these, many -thousands

with Dental Officers depended upon this hospital for x—ray, oral surgery
consultation, and prosthetic service.

b Listed below is a brief summary of the Dental treatments accomplished
in this hospital during the five months it operated between 1 July to
31 December 945 -

Admissions —=————————— 3,52 Permanent fillings ————- 1701
Sittings =—e——m——————— 8ohL7 Teeth extracted ————meem— 722
Fractured mandibles ——- 47 Teeth replaced by new
Fractured maxillae ———- 26 prosthetic cases ————=—- 1626
New dentures =—————w——- 171 Stomatitis vincents ————- 235
Dentures repaired ~—-- 257 Gingivitis

New fixed bridges ————— 21 Gum Treatments mem—m———— 1&85
New jacket crowns ————— 20 X-ray exposures —m————-— - 174

During this period the average number of Dental Officers present for
duty was 5.L.

-12-
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. DENTAL SERVICE (Contd)

Motor vehicle accidents accounted for more than 90 percent of the
L7 fractured mandibles and 26 fractured maxillae, and almost without
exception were "jeep accidents". This unusually high ratio of maxillae
to. mandibles is remarkable, since the ratio of former experience had been
about ten mandibles to one maxilla. These accident cases were often
agsociated with serious fractures of the head and long bones and shock.
They presented entirely different problems than the fractures usually
seén, that resulted from fights and less serious accidents, when the
patient was ambulatory, in good physical condition and uninjured other-

The combination of the large emergency and routine Out-Patient
Dispensary Service with the full hospital service required the time of
personnel ordinarily assigned to operative dentistry. o

-13-
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LABORATORY SERVICE

: The Laboratory was inactive at Camp Wings, France, until 28 July
1945 when the 97th General Hospital took .over operations from the 180th
General Hospital at Frankfurt, Germany, where the Laboratory has been
in operation to the end of this report.”. o

5_ Total Laboratory procedures perfbrmed\&uring this period:

Bacteriology

~ Anaerobic culture 25
‘Autogenous Vaccine - L
Blood culture 137
Feces culture 393
% occult blood 33L
" parasites and ova 633
G.C. culture L7
Misc smears 137
w ‘cultures 179
Penicillin sensitivities 35
Spinal fluid cultures 72
" " gmears 53
Sputum acid.-fast smears 377
" cultures s
u smears (predom. organ) 49
T.B. smears (Misc.) - 25
Throat smears 656,
o cultures 1,637
Urine concent. acid fast 31
v culture : 226
Water analysis ' 296
Fungus culture L
T.B. culture 1
, Total 6,142

~ Serology , ‘
Bacterial agglutinations 180
Colloidal curve 11L
Kahns 21,086
Quant. Kahns 918
Spinal Fluid Kshns 51
Total 22,349

Al

Hematology
Bleeding time 60
Blood typing 337
Bone marrow count 1
Clot retract. time 2
Clotting time 62
Cross matches 270
Differentials 3,786
Fragility test 1
Eb. Sahli 91
Hb. Tallguist 2,186
Malaria smear - 117
Nasal smear 1
Platelet count 1L
Pleural fluid 1
Prothrombin time L
Red cell count 1,994
RBC Morphology - 25
Sedimentation rate 1,242
Spinal fluid count 258
Volume index L
White cell count L,187
Color index L
Reticulocyte count 8

Spinal fluid differential &0

. Buffy coat 2
RBC diameter 1
Total 14,72k

V. D.
B. Ducrey smear 8
Darkfields 1,81h
Donovan bodies 6
Urethral smears 3,315
Total 5,143
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LABORATORY SERVICE
- Biochemistry -

Blood A/G ratio : 60
Alcohol 156
% Calcium - 18

®  ‘Carbon dioxide .13
" Chlorides - ' 2k

" Cholesterol - 108.

®  Creatinine 20
#  Glucose tolerance . 30

% Teterus index o 1,392

t  Non-protein nitrogen 166

% Phosphorus - ' 16

*  Phosphatase 6
® . Sugar - 172
" Sulfonamide level Lot

" Total protein 56
" Urea nitrogen 6L

*  Urea clearance ‘ 27

" Uric Acid 21

" Van den Bergh 26
Bile, feces . 5
Gastric analysis .~ 158
Hematocrit 8L
Hemoglobin 37
Hippuric acid 18
Splnal filuid globulin 203
" protein 138
" " sugar 107

Quant. bilirubin, gall
bladder drainage
Quant. albumin in urine
" urine sugar
" lead in urine
PSP .
Miscellaneous
" Serum diastase
Synov1al fluid total protein .
" sugar
w " sp. gravity
Urine diastase
~ Brain alcohol
Spinal fluid chloride
Water pyrogen analysis
Urinary calculi

no : =
'ku\nk»FJ\uFJF4+4£?$?FTBJFT£TFJ

Total 3,697

~15-

Urinalzsis
“Acetone
. Bile

Blood

Complete

Diacetic acid
Mosenthol

PSP

Urobilinogen
Routine

Sulfa

Diabetic sugars -
Fishburg conc. test
Wicroscopics
Albunens

Sp. Gravity
Indican

Total

Toxicology
Liquor analysis

Histopathology

Autoposies

TOTAL TESTS
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LABORATORY SERVICE (Contd)

. Both American and German civilian personnel and Wacs have been
employed in the Laboratory since assumption of operations at Frankfurt.
‘Unskilled German personnel were employed from the beginning and since
the first week in August, two skilled German technicians have been
employed Two Wacs have been working -in the Laboratory since the first
week in October. American civilians have been assigned as techniclans
- since the middle of November. Three enlisted male technicians were
redeployed to the United States during the last part of November. There
‘has been a. ‘congiderable shift in officer personnel. Three different -
officers have been. ass:.gned as-Chief of Laboratory, the present officer
hav:Lng taken charge in December.

Of interest is the mnnber of nose a.nd throat cultures performed
for the determination of the presence of C. Diphtheriae.. There has been
-a steady increase in the number of positive cultures from July through
- December, A large number of urethral smears for gonococcus and darkfield
examinations for T. pallidum have been performed with a considerable

incidence of positive findings. . '

-16-
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OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR

On 31 July 1945 the 97th General Hospital assumed command of the
4377th United States Army Hospital Plant from the 180th General Hospital,
and at that time there were 55l patients hospitalized, of which 529 were
United States Army personnel, 11 British, 1 Canadian, 2 Polish, 1 Greek,’
and 10 United States civilians., A further breakdown of the United States
-Army personnel shows 438 or 82.8% were disease and 91, or 17.2%, were

- Between 31 July 19L5 and 30 December 1945, 7,593 patients have

passed-through the Receiving Office, 7,172 having been United States
Aruy personnel, 198 civilians, 30 Navy, 53 Ttalian Co-operatives, and
1l0 other Allied personnel; making a total of 8,147 patients carried
on the Hospital Registrar during the period of this report. ' Of the
7,172 United States Army personnel admitted; 5,608, or 78.19%, were
disease and 156k, or 21,81%, were from injuries. A further breakdown
of the number of United States Army personnel admitted indicates that
11,183 were Unit admissions, 1,640 were casual admissions, and 1;3L9
were by formal transfer from other United States Army hospitals.

The hospital had its highest census on'21‘August,l9h5 with 980
‘patients occupying beds. _ S

Hospital Records indicate 7,429 dispositions; 5,833, or 78.52%,
‘were disease.and 1,596, or 21.48%, were injury. Further, 7,084 were
United States Army personnel; and the balance of 345 consisted of all
other than United States Army personnel. Under the dispositions of
United States Army persomnel, 5,101, or 72%, were returned to duty,
1,334, or 18.81%, were evacuated to the Zone of Imterior and 649, or
9,19%, were transferred to other United States Army hospitals. This,
however, is not actually a true picture of the dispositions of United
States Army persomnel. It was approximately one month after we assumed
operation of the hospital that we were given authority to convene a
Disposition Board., Therefore, a large proportion of the 6L9 patients
transferred to other United States Army hospitals were cases transferred
to the 390th Medical Collecting Company for further transfer to other -
hospitals for bosrding and probable evacuation to the Zone of the
Interior. ,

 The number of deaths of United States ArmytpérSonnel during this
report period was 3L as a result of injuries and 13 from diseases.

The total number of days United States Army patients remained in
the hospital was 104,199. Patients days due to disease were 75,091,
or 73.02%, and 29,108, or 26,98%, due to injury. The average number
of patients days per individual United States Army persomnel was 12.79.

In November 1945 all Provisional Hospitals in the Furopean Theater
of Operations were officially closed, and as a result "old" cases of
venereal disease, which heretofore were transferred to the Provisional
Hospital for necessary treatment, are now being hospitalized here.

_17—
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OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR (Contd)

Aside from the medical treatment necessary, this has added consider-
ably to the administrative functions of the Registrar's Office. On
each case admitted to the hospltal a.Personal Contact Report, Form
WD AGO 302, is made ug. This is obtained by personal interview with
the patient; one copy being forwarded to the patient's immediate
Commanding Officer, and another copy to the Office of Military Govern-
ment nearest to the scene of the contact, within 2L hours. ' A third
copy is forwarded to the Surgeon's Offlce, 7th Army Headquarters, as
an enclosure with the Weekly Statistical Report, Form WD AGO 8-122,
and the fourth copy is retained in our files. Weekly and monthly
Venereal Disease Statistical Reports are computed and forwarded to
the varlous headquarters concerned,

. Another classification of patients now belng admitted are females
who are dependents of United States Army personnel. Although to date
these admissions have been few, it is anticipated that the number of
admissions will increase considerably. In cases of pregnancy under
7 months, these patients have the right to request-evacuation either
to their own country or to the United States, .In the latter instances,
visas and clearances have to be obtained through the Adjutant General's
Section of Theater Service Forces European Theater (Rear) before evac-
-uabion can be affected through medical channels,

There has been an ever changing of personnel, both officers and
-enlisted, within the past few months due to redeployment, and although
the number of trained replacements have not equalled the original number
of personnel transferred out, the functions of the Registrar's Office
have continued in a most satisfactory manner,

~18-~
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SUPPLY SERVICE

. The Supply at this installation has passed through ‘a very difficult
stage. .The conditions responsible for this were unavoidable due to the
circumstances under which the plant was taken over.

Operations began by taking the plant intact and operating with the
equipment found at the site. This was supplemented with the requisitions
for TO and E property as the need arose. It has been dimpossible to operate
an efficient Supply»until-very,recently as no inventory had been taken and
places for issue room and warehouses had to be cleared before proper pro-
cedure.could be installed. Due to this condition many excesses.and many -
shortages were disclosed when procedures and inventories were accomplished. -

~ The most important problems now confronting the Supply Service are
maintenance and repatg of German equipment, inexperienced personnel, and
arriving at proper levels of supply. Another difficult factor that arrives
each time German electrical equipment is replaced is the difference of
voltage and cycle. Practically all American equipment is 110 V - 60 C,
the institution is wired for 220 V - 50 C. This involves installation
of transformers, which does not lend to maximum efficiency.

The entire Supply is now being placed under one department and within
@ short period will be operating as one unit which should improve the
service. First because proper administration has been set up and second
because the Weinheim Medical Depot is now equipped to give more adequate
service, o '

As the German equipment becomes unserviceable due to lack of parts or
through wear it will be replaced by American, Until this is accomplished,
there will be contimmal difficulty in operating. :
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OFFICE OF CIVILIAN PERSONNEL

The 97th General Hospital assumed control of this installation
on August 1, 1945, at which time the total strength of German civilians
and other nationals was 272. Since that time, the needs of the hospital
have necessitated an increase as available, of civilian workers in all
categories, till now the strength stands at 516 excepting US War Depart-
ment civilians who number an additional 83 to date. The US War Department
civilians are utilized according to their abilities and MOS numbers to
the -fullest extent in practically all departments of the hospital. This
office expects to receive additional US War Department civilians, till.
all job requisitions submitted have: been filled and replacements for
redeployed military personnel have been met. ; : : :

In regard to German nationals, this office bends every effort to
effect a close control, but at the same time a fair judgment. For,
example, close alignment with the Office of the Provost Marshal of this
installation is maintained especially pertaining te regulations on entry,
passes, and curfew, black market, theft, and order. An extensive check
is being made in conjunction with the CIC. Special attention being given -
to the Fragebogen forms or questionnaires of Military Government which
are the basis on which is determined the eligibility for employment of
German nationals. . :

MILITARY PERSONNEL

. The beginning of the period found the Military Personnel strength
as follows: '

MC - 30 SnG - 2 " ANC - 76 Wo -1
- MAC -9 CE- 1 - HD - 3 CRM - 396
DC - 5 QMG - 2 PT - 2 " ChC - 2

' The end of the period found the Military Personnel strength
thusly: :

MC - 37 CE -~ 1 HD - L4 : EM - 380
DC - 6 QMC - 1 PT - 3 ChC - L
SnC - 3 Wo - 1 : WAC - 2
MAC - 9 ANC - 96 EW - 4O

The following table illustrates the contimual change in Military
Personnel during the period:

TRANSFERRED IN TRANSFERRED -OUT ACTUAL'STRENGTH
OFF ANC &M OFF ANC  EM 31 DECEMBER 1945
OFF  ANC  EM

19k5 - - - — /T OUF I H
July 2 2 0 5 0 0 51 83 395
August 31 28- o0 20 2 2 62 109 393
September 17 11 109 11 eh 2k 68 96 LT8
October 11 9 167 1l 7 Sk 65 . 98 591
November- 21 T2 7 26 15  1Lo 60 ©155  L58

December 18 10 10 16 62 Lo 62 108 L20
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. MILITARY PERSONNEL (Contd)

On 28 August 1945, thirty-six enlisted Wacs and three WAC officers
Were assigned to the unit. They joined the unit on 3 September 1945,
and as of 20 September 1945 this group was activated as the 97th General
Hospital WAC Detachment per General Order 67k, Headquarters, Seventh
Army, dated 1L December 19L5. ‘ -

The 1121st Pbstal Unit consisting of two enlisted men was assigned
" on 28 September 1945. : - )

-21-



i L el i iy
‘ e Ty
§ A»’J“..h':i’l:}' ki \"! ;,..;} AV

4 '»;;\*‘) - ’} oy
DBy N DRARN DI

Reproduced at the National Archives

MESS DEPARTMENT

Redeployment during the past six months has made it impossible to
prepare a complete semi-annual history of this department as in the past.
The Army personnel has been reduced from 60 to 27, a large number of which
have been recently assigned here, including the Mess Officer.

During the past five months, three messes have been operating —-
Patients, Officers, and Detachment -- food being prepared for Officers
and Patients in one kitchen. The Detachment Mess, serving approximately
1,500 meals per day, is not quite satisfactory. However, we are making
every effort to improve the building and equipment.

At the present time, the building is being ‘enlarged and remodeled
after which we hope to have it painted. We have received serveral pieces
of modern kitchen equipment including an electric coffee machine, electric
friers and gas grills, which are contributing much to the improvement of
the mess, '

During a 30-day period, 118,000 meals are served —- 2li,750 to Patients
and 23,250 to Detachment.

Wé_employ 112 German civilians including 11 Cooks and 6 Bakers. The
remainder of the civilian help is used as KPs and waiters.

The quality of the meals during the month of November was lower than
at any other time of the year. This was due to a shortage of shipping
space from the United States and a surplus of canned meats in this theater;
however, at the present time the issue is normal and the meals are improv-
ing remarkably.

—-22=
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AMFRICAN RED CROSS

A complete new staff of ARC personnel joined the 97th General
Hospital at its new site in Frankfurt on 3 August 1945. During the
period 3 August to 31 December 1945, which this report covers, the
entire activity of the Red Cross was expanded. The original staff of
five members were increased to a total of twelve. The program of
recreational activities and the number of services given patients were
considerably extended. The building space allotted to Red Cross was
supplemented by the much needed addition of two Quonset huts built
together to give adequate space for larger group entertaimments.

For the first two months the staff put a great deal of thought and
energy into making the recreation hall as attractive and comfortable as
possible, while carrying on an expanding program. Then the emphasis
was placed more heavily on integrating social case work and recreational
services, spreading all the activities more to the wards and building up
new and accessible interests for the patients. Some of the latter include
a craft shop equipped with a large variety of tools and work materials,
which not only served patients coming to the recreation hall, but which
also was the hub of craft activity on the wards. An Art Room with its
working paraphernalia gave some patients the opportunity to express
themselves through the medium of art with some interesting results. In
" November a Polish Displaced Person with considerable skill and training
in art was employed to come in twice a week to instruct in this field.
In music the results of setting aside a room for music, having a well-
trained misician on the staff, and supplementary aid from a DP musician,
gave impetus to the enjoyment and participation of a very large number
of patients in a wide variety of musical activities. Indoor games and
outdoor sports when weather permitted added activity for another type
of patient. ’

A consistent program of parties, games, contests, skits and trips
included other patients. The use of a patient committee for suggestions
and of carrying out details of the planning enabled the Red Cross staff
to reach a larger number of patients and to gear its activities to patient
wishes. A weekly newspaper written for and by patients and sponsored by
a Red Cross worker kept the ward patients informed of the goings on at
~the Red Cross. .

A service equally important as recreation is the social case work
program carried on by professionally trained Red Cross persomnel., Their
aim is to assist the patient in his personal problems inasmuch as it is
well known that personal worry and emotional upset can rebtard a patient's
physical progress as well as originate physical illness. The increase
in causes for emotional upset in a war-torn city away from home have
tested to the social workers' skills to the utmost in seeking out the
cases and giving the patient realistic assistance.

Two points of difficulty existed during the period under consideration.
The first was the trouble in obtaining supplies and equipment, and the
second was the unavoidable lack of stability of program caused by a constant-
1y changing medical and nursing staff, with all the ramification contingent
in each point.
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Perhaps a brief statiétical survey will give a clearer picture.

"Social Work
_ Statistics
‘Letters 513
Cables , 17k
New Cases , 298

Brief Interviews 7,300
Personal .Services 5, 20

Recreation
_ Statistics

Entertainments

(ward andArecreation‘hall) 1,0hLk

. Parties

(ward and recreation hall)
Special activities

223
80

It was*felt by the Hospital Department Directors of the Red Cross
Headquarters that the progress and development of the activities of the
97th General Hospital Red.-Cross Unit warranted the establishment here of
a brief, concentrated training program for other Red Cross personnel in
the Occupied Territory. During December plans had been completed for the
starting of such a training program to begin 1k Jamuary 194L46.

Any success achieved by this unit could not have been effected without

the excellent cooperation of the Commanding Officer, his staff, and the

medical and detachment personnel of the hospital.
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