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Guide to Using the Merchant Vessel Logbook Locator

How to Use this Finding Aid to locate the National Archives facility that holds the relevant
logbooks:

Step 1 — Locate the name of the vessel in the main body of the book. Vessel names are arranged
alphabetically by the first letter of the first word in the name.

Step 2 — See [Example]. For each vessel’s logbooks, there will be three columns of Beginning
and Ending Dates for the logs. A City Code associated with each line of dates will appear before
in front of the columns of beginning and ending dates. Be aware that some logs only have a
beginning date and some only have an ending date.

Step 3 — Once you have found the log with the correct dates, then note the corresponding City
Code Number associated with the logbook for those dates.

Step 4 — Return to the beginning of the book to page 1 where there is a key to the City Codes.
Match the City Code to a city and the corresponding National Archives facility. Contact the
appropriate National Archives facility for logbooks relevant to your research.

[Example]:

City Beginning Ending Beginning Ending Beginning Ending
Vessel Name Code Date Date Date Date Date Date
Acadia 07 1942-06-02

36 1942-04-28 1942-04-29

Merchant Marine logbooks are not required for vessels traveling in continental waters of the
United States (inland and coastwise trade). The logbooks are required for vessels traveling
between Atlantic and Pacific ports and ships involved in foreign trade. The logbooks must be
submitted to the U.S. Coast Guard at the port of final discharge of the voyage.

Merchant Marine logbooks are permanent records under the Coast Guard records disposition
schedule (COMDTINST M4512.12, CH. 2, Section 9 (page 9-9), item 237-transfer to NARA
when 30 years old.

The logbooks less than 75 years of age are subject to the privacy exception of the Freedom of
Information Act (5 USC 552(b)(6). The National Archives may provide copies of the crew list
and voyage stops, but other pages must be screened and redacted if necessary.




Codes

City, State

Region

Facility

01

Baltimore, MD

03

National Archives at Philadelphia

04 Baton Rouge, LA 07 National Archives at Fort Worth
07 Boston, MA 01 National Archives at Boston

10 Brownsville, TX 07 National Archives at Fort Worth
14 Charleston, SC 04 National Archives at Atlanta

17 Corpus Christi, TX 07 National Archives at Fort Worth
20 Freeport, TX 07 National Archives at Fort Worth
23 Galveston, TX 07 National Archives at Fort Worth
26 Houston, TX 07 National Archives at Fort Worth
29 Jacksonville, FL 04 National Archives at Atlanta

30 Miami, FL 04 National Archives at Atlanta

33 Mobile, AL 07 National Archives at Fort Worth
36 New Orleans, LA 07 National Archives at Fort Worth
39 New York, NY 02 National Archives at New York
42 Norfolk, VA 03 National Archives at Philadelphia
45 Philadelphia, PA 03 National Archives at Philadelphia
48 Portland, ME 01 National Archives at Boston

51 Port Arthur, TX 07 National Archives at Fort Worth
54 Portland, OR 10 National Archives at Seattle

57 Portsmouth, VA 03 National Archives at Philadelphia
60 Providence, RI 01 National Archives at Boston

63 San Francisco, CA 9S National Archives at San Francisco
66 San Pedro/Wilmington/Long Beach, CA | 9L National Archives at Riverside

69 Savannah, GA 04 National Archives at Atlanta

72 Seattle, WA 10 National Archives at Seattle

75 Tampa, FL 04 National Archives at Atlanta



https://www.archives.gov/philadelphia
https://www.archives.gov/fort-worth
https://www.archives.gov/boston
https://www.archives.gov/fort-worth
https://www.archives.gov/atlanta
https://www.archives.gov/fort-worth
https://www.archives.gov/fort-worth
https://www.archives.gov/fort-worth
https://www.archives.gov/fort-worth
https://www.archives.gov/atlanta
https://www.archives.gov/atlanta
https://www.archives.gov/fort-worth
https://www.archives.gov/fort-worth
https://www.archives.gov/nyc
https://www.archives.gov/philadelphia
https://www.archives.gov/philadelphia
https://www.archives.gov/boston
https://www.archives.gov/fort-worth
https://www.archives.gov/seattle
https://www.archives.gov/philadelphia
https://www.archives.gov/boston
https://www.archives.gov/san-francisco
https://www.archives.gov/riverside
https://www.archives.gov/atlanta
https://www.archives.gov/seattle
https://www.archives.gov/atlanta
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