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(p. 270) …The unloading of cargo vessels, scheduled to begin on D Day, was delayed one day by heavy 

enemy fire and then proceeded slowly while the Engineers per formed the necessary tasks of organizing 

and clearing the beaches. Among the earliest Transportation Corps units at OMAHA Beach was the 184th 

Port Company of the 487th Port Battalion, which was attached to the 5th Engineer Special Brigade.  

The 184th arrived aboard four coasters at 1700 on 6 June. Very little of the cargo aboard the vessels was 

removed during the first twenty-four hours, and at 1800 on 7 June enemy shellfire forced all the ships to 

with draw. After the enemy guns had been silenced the vessels returned to the beach and discharge 

continued. As each coaster was unloaded, the port troops aboard came ashore and settled in foxholes on 

a hill overlooking the sea. The unit worked around the clock in twelve-hour shifts. Although it had landed 

with only a field desk and personal equipment, by borrowing from other units and by salvaging captured 

and abandoned enemy material, the 184th Port Company soon managed to erect suitable quarters and 

to serve two hot meals every day from two field ranges.  

Because of the scarcity of cargo-handling gear, special slings had to be fashioned from spare lengths of 

cable and chain. For lack of docks or other shore facilities all cargo was unloaded from vessels at anchor 

into DUKW's, rhino barges, lighters, and LCT's.  Activities of the other units of the port battalions 

attached to the brigades followed a similar pattern (including the 185th, 187th, 282nd and 283rd Port 

Companies) . After unloading their vessels, mainly coasters and MTV's, they moved ashore, set up their 

bivouac areas, and began working assigned vessels. The port companies were ordinarily divided into 16-

man to 18-man hatch gangs for the discharge of coasters, while 10 winch operators and 5 other men 

were assigned to each motor-transport ship. Again, crews worked around the clock on twelve-hour 

shifts. Cargo handling on the shore was performed principally by Quartermaster service companies. 
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