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' Tuesday 1)1 July 19hk

Co "A" left the marshalling area at 0945 and arrived at
- Hard 3*2, Southam{)tou Ha:("bor, at 1210. They boarded L3T Bh'i

at 1630, left port at 1830, an? anchored at the harbor after .
joining the coavoy.

Wednesday 12 July 19hl

L3T 347 1ifted anchor at 0130, the USS John R. Park-at
0830, an USS Thomas Scott at 0900, Co "B" left the marshalling
area at 0600, arrived at the hard at 0735, where broalast was
served. Just before noon, the company started to load -ou LST397.
it ledb the port at 1530 and stayed in the harbor until mid-
aight. Co "A" arrived at Utah Beach at 2030 and disembarked.
gen Damer met the company at Transit Area "B" and sent it to a
bivouac area one wmile north ol Canville, where the men spent the
nlaht. The USS Thomas Scott, with Co "C" aboard, drooped anchor
off the Utah Beach st 2020 pnd vhe UZ3 John R, Park with Hq and.
Hg Co aboard, at 2045, Tngy spent the nisht aboard the ship,
and the men had to slecp inpf the hole that night. 7The crossing
was uncventful snd the Chanael was calm. Upon arrival at the
beach; personnel were interssted in studying the hulks of sunken
Allied ships, and, on land,! in the distance, they could see signs
- of esction. There were tremondous fires on shore. During the

P night, there was air activﬁty after dark, and antl-gircraft fire
E .3 cculd be seen. ;

/ Thursday 13 July 1.5hk

Co "I" 1lifted anchor and crossed the channel with its convoy
at carly morning. En Hg and Ho Co began to unloasd aboard ap i-37
at 171€. Only 2 few half-tracks were put aboard the LCT, which
pulled mwey from the ship at 1855 and beached at 1913. Waiting
for the tide to go out, the craft was unloaded at 2005 on Utah
Beach. WMajor Alenls was 1n charge of the group, which was the only
one to feave the USS John R, Park that night., 'The rest of the uait
remained on board for ancther nisht. The vehicles and men that
were broupht ashore were driven to Transit Area "B", arriviag at
2130. There Gen. Dager formed a column which left St Germain-de-~
Varreviile at 2130. The column went through St Mere Eglise, Org-
landes, Ste Colombe, Blandemour, St Jacﬂuﬁs de Nebou, le Vakdecie,
and then to the bivovec area, where Co "A" had guldes to lead the
vehicles of tne 51st to their area near Canville.

ro 0" sterted to unload venicles on an LCT at 2100 but didn't
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go eshore. in.psur@y remsined aboard the ship that night. Co ‘B"
5eberked at 2230 at Fox Eeach and arrived at the Transit Area at

200,

O A i s . g i i

Friday 1&_Ju1y 1941

The detschment from Hgq and Hg Co closed in bivouac at 0115
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The first boat-load of Co "C" left for shore st 0530 and pro-
cceded to the bivouac arca, the first vehlcle arriving at 1330,
Co "B" left the Trunslt Areu at 0600 and arrived at bivousc area at
1000. Vehicles from all companles continucd to come into thebiv-

ouac area all day and night, Some vehicles of Co "C" had not

arrived yet. The_Battalion set un a tacticul bivouac., Fen dug slit
trenches.

Saturday 15 July 194}

A telephone system was established at the area, The Bn was
comglgtelz as;ymolcd ubon the arrival of the last vehicles from -
Co "C . The first mail was peceived. FNen were lesrning about the
Frensh clder. Intermittent shelllng could be heard in the distance.
was was finally bocoming o reality to this unit, There were con-
Jectures about the part the battalion was to play. At the time, the
Division was 1N rear of the 79th Inf Div, which was on the front., |
Men were warned to be careryl of infiltrating enemy. |

Sunday 16 July 19l ,

The big tovie of the day was whether collars of the shirts would
be buttoned at the neck. Urders on the subject were changed aboub
four times, and it finally endég by requiring men to keep their
cocllars buttoned. The men treated it as a blg joke. KHere they were
only eight miles from the Iront, and subject like that was emppasized.
Cleaning of weapons zng equipment continued. ‘he first church ser-
vices in France were held near the Bn CP. Chaplein Berquist con-
ducted Protestant services at 1330 and Chaplain Ernst Catholic r.ass
at 1630. The men took warm showers during the day at a shower point
established nearby, mainly for the use of the 79th Inr Div. There
they listened to.the men who hag Just come out of the line reclate
their experiences. The Ba Commander and S~3 took a trin to the front
to visit the 78th Div sector. Upon their return, they held 2 meeting
of the Stafl and Co commanders and described what they had seen.

They showed some samples of German mines they had picked up there.

There was a check on clothing and equipment, and shortazes were
reculstioned. Men complained about the "8" rations, which were Slime-
partlcularly bread. The Personncl Section, including company clerks,
left at 1900 to join the Divison idministrative Center. MNost of the
men managed to obtaln olenty of cider, and some became drunk. ‘''hers
was a shootin~ at Hq Co in which two men were wounded. They were the /57
casualties, although non-battle, for the Battdkion in France.

Suddenly, at 2330, word was recelved that the unit would be
ready to move to the front llnes by 09C0 the next day to replace tne
ith Inf Div. FEverybody went to sleep fecling intense excitement, -
but morale was excellent.

Monday 17 July 19Ll

¥ield urder Wo 1, lig L4th Armored Div, was recelved 10 cover the |
movemcnt., The Div was assigned to the VILI Corps, 1st Army. Ths &En
moved out at 1100 as part of Combat Cormand "¢" wnich wes in the lesga, |
And the 518t led the column, ' ith the third platoon of Co "B" asg the |
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polnt, The unit moved through Ste Colombe, Orglandes, katrenvilile,
Appeville, Bouvte, and went into an assemblv arca one halfl mllec oust
of Blehou. The trip was avovroximstely 40 milcs. Nen duz in, and
everybody was lnterested in examining and collecting German =scuip-
ment that was found lying around. There conjectures about wnether
the unit would be shelled, but the day passed quietly, exceot [or
some nolse of guns in the distance. lien were extremely wary cof
mines and booby trans, but evidently there were none in the area.
Documents found in the area indicuted that the 6th Parachute Regt
and the 2nd Parachutc Training Regt were the - enemy unlts that had
been therc previously. kverybody slept in his slit-trencn that
night, bul no enemy artillery lell in the arca,

Tuesday 18 July 194l

Brig Gen Dager visited the Bn CP in the morning. The men worked
to improve their positions and to dig in dceper. A dead American’
soldier was found in the area and the Graves Reglstration Orficer-
had his first evacuation Job. Later in the evening word was received
that the 53rd Armored Inf Bn was being attacked in its positions and
the Bn was alerted to move into the front lines to help them. At
2315, the unit moved out hustily und uo to a position one mile West
of Sainteny. There was o great desl of confusion and members of the
53rd were coming tc the rear telling storles abvout tneir uait being
wiped out. Co "B" moved up to suvport the 10th Armored Inf Bn, which
was taking over the 53rd pvositions. ©Co "A" foliowed Co "DB" but was
later ordered to come back in reserve. Co "C" remained in position
in reserve. Co "B" remained in support o the 10th. Casualties
were evidently hcavy in the 53p@ and 10th, but the 51st was in the
rear and not subjected to much fire. 3till the men uere frigatened
after hearing the wecird tales from sgolidiers returning to the rear
from the other two infantry battalions. Capt marshall, iHg Co CO,
was the first battle caswvalty of the battaiion. It was believed
that he was hit by a stray bullet.

Wednesday 19 July 194k

Lverybody was awaite ‘all night and the men searched for infil-
trating enemy. There was great fear of saipers. Instructions were
passed around for the men not tc use ranks of "Sir" in addressing
officers or NCO's, Service Co picked up a load of ammunition--the
first in combat. The Bn CP moved back up the road about a thousangd
yards at 0630. Co "A" also was pulled back in the rear of the CP.
Co "B" spent the day in moving into dcfenslve positions benind Co ot
10th Armd Inf Bn at 0630. Then they were ordered to move back to
protect the left flank and rcar. all thls took place under heavy
shelling and the company suffered live casualtlies that morning.,

They remained in support of Co "A", 10th.. Sgt Elsbernd, Co "B" was
the first men to be killed in the battalion, and Sgt Pralle, Co "y%,
received the first Purole Heart awarded by the Battalion Communger,
Service Co trucks returned with ammunition at 1230, ‘The Bn LP was
strafed at 1500 by an k¥ 109. Co "A" was also strafed. There were
no casualties. Co "C" saw a pilot ball out of a German plane 3/4 orf
a mile south of theilr bivouac area. A patrol was sent to investigate
and reported the pilot had been taken prisoner by the ltn Cavalry.
At 1630, Co "A" was alerted and moved up on foot at 1900 to take up
‘a position behind Co "3", 'The Bn Comdr returned from CC "3" fpon

a meeting at 1905, and the Bn CP was alerted and moved up a short
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distance at 1945. The CP closed in at new arca one mile ..est of
‘Sainteny ut EOlOrln an orchard near a grouv of farm buildings.

Co "0 suffered { casualties for thc day and that wes the tobtul for
the battallon.

Thursday 20 July 194l

At 0100; Co "u" relieved Co "A" of the 10th on the front line.
there was continued shelling in their areu. It started to rain s
heavy downpour during the afternoon, muking conditions in the foxholes
miserable. T@e enemy put down u hcavy barrage about 1840 and con=-
tinucd itaduﬁlgg the entire nizht, The enemy counter-attacked and,
althouga Go "4% snd Co "A" suffered hcavy casualties, they held thelr

2 3 N
positions, and repulsed the counter~sbtack. The 1st platoon of Co
"A" and one sauad of the 2nd piatoon moved forward to £ill in the
area of Co "I™. A4t thc un 3P, btherc were wild rumors coming back,
with exagmerated reports of casualties suffered. There was a great
deal of confusion at the CP. Qur artlllery fired short becamae thne
artillery commander had heard & recort from o hysterical soldier
that we lad withdrawn. Thus, a barrice landed in our own front lines.
Therc were many stragslers, One soldier returned to the Bn CP and
pave a clear pleturc of the situation. He revorted that the comnanies
were recelving heavy Tire and suffering casualties, but that the
sivuation was not desnerate an® the comnanies would remain in their
nositions cesnite everything. The assault -cuns and mortars fired for
the first time, and the Reconnaissance Platoon moved forward and
rciﬁfgrceﬁ the front lines. The drivers and anti-tank platoon of
Co "4" moved in to orotect the rcad und flanks of thelr company and
the Fecon Platoon of the 70Lth Yank Destroyer 3Battalion also went to
the Iront., Every availaule man was estabvlished in perimcter defense
eground the CP. Thcre was a total of 134 casualties in the battalion,
co *3" hud 72, Co "A" had 59 and Co "C" had 3. Lt Lesikovar and Lt
i~cintire were killed.
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i2e to evacuate the
z2nd to supvly the front line companies. Therc was. a light

¢ during the morning. Gen Wood and Gen uger visited the I3n
: roon. Co "C" was alerted bto relieve "A" and "3" and moved
intc position. During the afternoon, a detail under Lt Dorf went
torward to evacuate our dead &nd was shelled, woundlng one man,

e big concerr: of the early morning hours wat
S

™
Vo
"C" completed its relief by 2200. The 83rd Div was on the left flank
2nd was contacted.

1L The 9Ctrn I'iv was on the right flank of the 1Q0th
arca. Casualties for the day were SeVeli.

Saturday 22 July 19LL
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spent a comvaratively gqulet night at the front but used
in imoroving nositions prevared by "A" anda "8". The latter
had & chance to reorganize. Co "A" and "B" roved forward on foot to
ne anie to sunpnort "Z" in case of another attack. The 3n CP changed
position ©o one mile Southwest of Sainteny at 1245. There was 1little
enemy ictivity all day. Co "' moved into position on the left of
"C" and contacted the 329th inf Repgt of the 83rd lanf Div. Patrols
vere sent out by "C” o Salvar_z,e was gather‘(.d out of material left by
units in position before use Service Co moved into position just
Northegst of 3ainteny {rom & position 1 mile east of 3lehou. Two
casualties for the battalion todaye.
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sunday 23 July 15l

It was an unusually oulet day - this Cirst ounday in actu.l
combat. The men ha' thelr Cirst view of oty suoport svtucking
enemy installatlons te the immediate front. '055t100s remained
static. Yhere wus sli-ht Intermittent shellin~ and snincr fifé on
"c" and oatrols were sent out to deal with them and to mdintaiﬁ '
contact with uh;ts on the flanks. 3Sudnlies came in to reonlace
losses. .t 1815, the Bau CP rccelven artlllery fire, but the
Commandine O0lficer's neew and tne Fxecutive Officer;s alr mattress
were the only casualtles. 1st Sgbt's call was hold by the Adj in a
foxhole durinn a 8hellin~, PX prations were distributed. Five men
were wounded during the any.

fonday 24 July 19kl

This was the quietcet day since arrivel in this sector. Co "A"
was disturbes during the nisht and feared an astempted enemy attack
but 1t did not develoo. OGur artillery was active. Ken vegan to
write lettcrs. une man in Co "a% wis killed Ly = mortar shell while
relieving himself in the middle of a field. ‘The sun came out for
a change. There werec three casualtiece.

Tuesday 25 duly 19bLi

<t

At 010G, the 3n CP was alerted with infpemation thst an enemny
patrol had broken through. All men were awakencd, but f'inally a
doudble guard was left on duty. ‘There was sniper [ire in Co "3"

area at 0230. Lt iller wus seriously wounded whilc leading a

vatrol to -et the sniners. The men were 21l thrilled Ly the specta-
cular array of bombers which passed overnez2d and bombed enemy install-
ations to the front fror 0930 to 1109. Therc were hundreds of planes
that could be Seen. News was rcceived that 2z bilg push was about to
begin. At 11LE5, Gen Dager prcsented Purdlc Hearts to 23 enlisted

men ol tne battalion at the BP. The first renlacements, one officer
and 66 enlisted men, uwere received. Service Co collected head nsats
and intrenching tools from thelr men and sent them to the line
comaanies. Jerman vropaganda lesaflets were Arooped in Co "C" area.
There was 2 warning of a big push by the divisions on our flanks

the next morning. hen were instructed that our mission was to hold
an® thzt fox-holes should be improved in casc of an enemy countere-

c%. lhere were seven casualties 1ln the battalion.

Jednesday 26 July 19Lb

onnel of tnc Zattalion were awatencd at 0530 in case of

All »pers
an encmy couniber~sttacl, but all that happened was that & terrific
concentraticn of our artillery was lald down on tne enemy. It was
the biggest barrage seen by the unit up until this time. Co "C"
reported hearing cnemy vehicles moving between 0200 and 0300. The
frent line companies had thedr Cirst hot meul 1In seven days when

xitcnen trucizs were brought forward. ‘Llhere was a greal deal of
malatenance and supply wore. oome enemy artillery was recelved, but
it was light. At 1300, Co "A" discovered its left {lant was exnosed
when a pnatrel failed to find the 329th Inlfantry there. Jhe compuny
establisned 1lts own security tnere. TIlhe [lrst recommendations for
the pxodert an? Combeal Infantryman vadges werc submitted. There were
two casualtles in the battulioh.
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phupaday 27 duly 1944

f'rom 0001 to 0100, there wis a heavy enemy barrare in the
pattalion area. it was believed that the cnery infuntry was with-
arawing alont the entire Corns front. Orders were exvected ut
any monogt"for the.un;t tﬁ uﬁvungav Lt Col raybach uand a patrol
¢crom Co "C" uere the firs. illle? troops o enter the town ol Ralds,
Yen packced and turncd thelir Juffle bazs for storame witn Lhe hooe
of obtalning them durine rest periods, it ruined azain, ir Lowen
collceted money that men wished to send homz, Lt Plumley's minc=
clearing detuil In frort of the vositlon discovercd six Teller mines.
Co Comdrs wcre called o the CP at 1300 for orders on probable move-

ment the next duy. 'There were no casualties for the duye.

#riday 26 July l9ll

at 0300 the Ciamunding ul'f'icer issued warcing orders Lor the
battalion to be rcady to move at 0800 as part o° CCA, The sa.tilion
did not move. 'Ih.rty-three replaccments were received. at 1300,
the unit was put under command of $C:. The abso'ute culetness of
the day secrmed -trangc. There was no enemy or filendly artillery.
An abandoned 1, ton trucl was dicked us-in frocat »f the unit's
position, rep.ired papidly by Scrvice Co and turned over to the
Communicatiors Section as an extra vehicle for its use. ‘he
Battalion f7a2lly movcd cut at 1900 after wuliting 1oy most of the
day for otrar units of the Division to clecar the IP  The ualt was
far back i column as ovart of CCHB, which followed ClA. 'the order
of marcin s, Co "3", mortar »latoon, Co “C", assaul guns, Hq ans
Ho Co, C: "A" and Servlice Co. 3n lig passed through tTaids at 1952,
Periers at 2009, 3t Szauveur Lendelln at 2030 and halt.d on the road
outsid of Joutance from 2055 to 2130. There was a de:d SGerman
snipe. iyins at the road junctdon. fThe towns alony th route were
badl: demolisned and tTherc were few civilians. 'This c¢clunin was
pass.ng an endless colurn of the division's vehicles. he unit
cor.inued tarouzh tontuchon at 2155 and oulle? into blviiae one mile
1o theast of Coutunce at 2205. Co "A" went into posltio in support
o the 53rd armd inf 3n 09 the south side of tne towWn. ie distance
f the march wa2s 1l miles. The division was stlll assiimd to tne
VIIT Corns, 1st srmy. (o casualties were incurred.

saturday 29 July 194y

»n moved forward at 1315, passe’ through Coutance a. 1318

The
and procececded scutheast and moved 1nto bivouac one nlle north of
Longrone - & distance of 15 miles. khany prisoners were belans 3lcnt
to the prea and passed aloag the road. Yhe first twe German pli-
soners werce caotured in Service Co by 1/5 Chrilstle and Ple waso,
whe were awarded 500 francs oy the sattallion Commander.' ke Zn
closed into vivouac at 2330. ‘iherc were no casualties lor the tiirs

straight day.

Suiday 30 July 1944

Co “i3" captured two officers and 19 Germun orisoners early in
the morning ~ the first large haul of the battilion. ihey were
members ol the 9L2nd Grenadler Feaqiment. Lt Gorton acquircd a
German Volkswasen and had it converted for use. The battulion left
the bivouac anea at 1130, passed through Lensronne, Ver and halted
1} miles south of the town, wnere Co "i3" ran into light cnemy resis-
tance at Loirctel. An enemy delaying action caucht the company on g
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