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BATTALIO

Tuesday 12 July 1944
Co "A" left the marshalling area at 0945 and arrived at

• Hard 3-2, Southampton Harbor, at 1220. They boarded Lit 347at 1630, left port at 1030, and anchored at the harbor after;
joiningthe convoy.
Wednesday 12 July 1944.

I.3P 34? lifted anchor at 0130, the USS John R. Park at0830, and USS Thomas Soott at 0900. Co "g" left the marshalling
area at 0600, arrived at the hard at 0735, where broderest was
served. Just before noon, the company started to load on L3T39.
It left the port at 1530 and stayed in the harbor until mid-
night. Co "A" arrived at Utah Beach at 2030 and disembarked.
Gen Dager mot the company at Transit Area and sent it tobivouac area one mile north of where the men spent thenight. The USS Thomas Scott, with Co "C" aboard, drooped anchor
off the Utah Beach at 2030 and the USs John R. Park with Hq and.
Ho Co aboard, at 2045. ingy spent the night aboard the ship,
and the men had to slecy in the hole that night. The crossingwas uneventful and the Channel was calm. Upon arrival at thebeach, personnel were interested in studying the hulks of sunken
Allied ships, and, on land, in the distance, they could see signsof action. There were tremondous fires on shore. During thenight, therewas air activity after dark, and anti-aircraft firecould be seen.
Thursdax 13 July 194u

do "g" Ilited anchor and crossed the channel with its convoy
at carly morning. En Fig and Ha Co began to unload aboard an 17P
at 1716.Only• 9. few half-tracks were put aboard the LCT, whichpulled aney from the ship at 1855 and beached at 1913. Walting
for the tide to go out, the craft was unloaded at 2005 on Utah
Beach.
one to leave the USS John R, Park that night.Jealous won tart a neat rentos the unl
remained on board for another night. The vehiclesand men thatwere brought ashore were driven to Transit Area "3"
2130.

, arriviag atThere Gen. Dager formed a column which leftSt Germain-de-
Varreville at 2130. The column went through St Mere Eglise, Org-
landes, Ste Colombe, Blandamour, St Jacques de Nebou, le Vakdecie,and then to the bivouac arca, where Co "A" had guides to lead the
vehicles of the 51st to their area near Canville.

Co "o" started to unload venicles on an LOT at 2100 but 
go ashore. Ivorsbroy remined aboard the ship that night.Co "3"debarked at 2230 at Fox Beach and arrived at the Transit Area at
24,00.

Friday 14 July 1944
The detachment from Hq and Hq Co closed in bivouac at 0115



The first boat-load of Co "c" left for shore at 0530 and pro--
cceded to the bivouac area, the first vohicle arriving at 1330.
Co "g" left the Transit Aroa at 0600 and arrived at bivouac area at
1000. Vehicles from all companies continuca to come into thebivouac area all day and night. Some vehicles of Co "c" had notarrived yet. The Battalion set up a tactical bivouac. Men dug slit
trenches.
Saturday 15 July 1944

A telephone system wasestablished at the area. The Bn wascompletely assembled upon the arrival of the last vehicles from
co 
Fa onch cider.

There were con-jectures about the part the battalion was to play. At the time, the
Division was in rear of the 79th Inf Div, which was on the front.Men were warned to be careful of infiltrating enemy.
Sunday 16 July 1944

The big tonic of the day was whether collars of the shirts would
be buttoned at the neck. urders on the subject were changed about
four times, and it finally ended by requiring men to keep theircollars buttoned. The men troated it as à big joke.Here they only eight miles from the front, and subject like that was emphasized.
Cleaning of weapons and equipment continued. The first church 
vices in France were held near the Bn CP. Chaplain Berquist ducted Protestant services at 1330 and Chaplain Ernst Catholic hass
at 1630. The men took warm showers during the day at a shower point
established nearby, mainly los the use of the 79th Inf Div. Therethey listened to the men who had just come out of the line relate
their experiences. The Bn Commander and S-3 took a trip to the front
to visit the 7êthDiv sector. Upon their return, they held a meetingof the Staff and to commanders and described what they had seen.
They showed some samoles of German mines they had picked up there.

There was a check on clothing and equipment, and shortages were
requistioned.Men complained about the rations, which were slim--particularly bread.The Personnol Section, including company clerks,
left at 1900 to join the Divison Administrative Centor.Most of men managed to obtuin plenty of cider, and some became drunk. There
was a shootine at hq co in which two men were wounded. They were the /ST
casualties, although non-battle, for the Battibion in France.

Suddenly, at 2330, word was received that the unit would be
ready to move to the front lines by 0900 the next day to replace the4th Inf Div. Everybody went to sleep fecling intense excitement,
but morale was excellent.
Monday 17 July 1944

field urder io 1, Ha 4th Armored Div, was recelved io cover the
movement. The Div was assigned to the VIII Corps, Ist Army.. The Enmoved out at 1100 as part of Combat Cormand """ which was in the loud.
And the 5ist led the column, 'ith the third platoon of Co "B" as the
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pointe The unit moved through Ste Colombe, Orglandes, Intrenville,
Appeville, Bouote, and went into an assembly area onehalf mile eastof Blehou. The trip was approximately 40 miles. Men dug in, andeverybody was interested in exanining and collecting German9auip-ment that was found lying around. There conjectures about wether
the unit would be shelled, but the day passed quietly, exceot for
some noise of guns in the distance. hen were extromely wary of
mines and booby traos, but evidently there were none in the area.Documents found in the area indicuted that the 6th Parachute Regt
and the 2nd Parachute Training legt wore
been there previously. the enemy units thut had

tverybody slept in his slit-trenon thatnight, but no enemy artillery fell in the arca.
Tuesday 18 July 1944

to improve their
Brig Gen Dager visited the Bn CP In the norning. The men worked

positions and to dig in deeper. A dead Americansoldier was found in the area and the Graves Registration Orficer•
that the 55st enouetion fon sater in the evening word was received

En was being attacked in its positions andBn. was alerted to move into the front lines to holp them. At2315, the unit moved out hastily and up to a position one mile westof Sainteny• There was a great deal of confusion and members of the53rd were coming to the rear telling stories about their unit being
wiped out. Co B" moved up to support the 10th ArmoredInf Ba, whichwas taking over the 53rd positions, Co "1" foliowed Co "D" but was
later ordered tocome back in reserve Co "C"
in reserve. Co "B" remained in support of the loth.remained in positionCasualtieswereevidently hoavy in the 53rdand 10th, but the 5lst wasin therear and not subjected to much fire. Still the men were after hearing the woird tales from soldiers returning to the rearfrom the other two infantry battalions.
was the first battle casualty of the battalion. It was believedthat he was hit by a stray bullet.

Sure to batterCaot harshall, Ho Co CO,

Wednesday 19 July 1944
Iverybody was awaise all night and the men searched for infil-

trating enemy. There was great fear of snipers. Instructions passed for the men not to use ranks of "Sir" in addressing
officers or NCO's. Service Co picked up a load of ammunition--the
first in combat.yardsat 0630. also was pulled back in the rear of the CPCo "B" spent the day in moving into defensive positions behind Co "A"
10th Armd Inf Bn at 0630. Then they were ordered to nove back to
protect the left flans and rear. all this took place under heavy

Sgt Elsbernd, Co , Wasthe first men to be killed in the battalion, and Sgt Pralle, co"y"received the first Purple Hcart awarded by the Battalion Commander,
The Bn SP wasstrafed at 1500 by an it 109. was also strafed. There were

no casualties. Co "c" saw a pilot ball out of a German plane 3/4 or
a mile south of their bivouac area. A patrol was sent to investigateand reported the pilot had been taken prisoner by the 4th Cavalry.
At 16:30, Co "A"was alerted and moved up on foot at 1900 to take upa position behind Co "3".The Bn Comdr returned from CC "3" fron
a meeting at 1905, and the Bn CP was alorted and moved up a short
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distance at 1945. The cp closed in at new area one mile est ofSaintony at 2010 in an orchard near a group of farm buildings.
Co " pi suffered & casualties for the day and that was the total for
the battalion.
Thursday 20 JulY 1914

At 0100, do "u"relieved Co "A" of the 10th on tho front line.
There was continued shelling in their area. It started to rain aheavy downpour during the afternoon, muking conditions in the 
miserable. The enemy put down a hoavy barrage about 1840 and con
tinued it during the entire night.ilthough Co "3" The enemy counter-attacked and,

sulfered heavy casualties, thay hold theirpositions, and repulsed the counter-attack.The Ist platoon of Coand one squad of the 2nd piatoon moved forward to fill in thearea of co "p" At the in of, there were wildrumors coming back,
with exaggeratedreports casualties suffered.There was a greatdeal of confusion at the CP. our artillery fired short becaaae theartillery commander had heard & report from a hysterical soldier
that we had withdrawn. Thus, a barrace landed in our own front lines.There were many stragglers. One soldier returned to the Bn CP anda clear picture ofthe situation. He reported that the companieswere receiving heavy fire andsuffering casualties, but that thesituation was not desperateand the companies would remain in theirnositions despite everything: The assault guns mortars firedthe first time, andthe Reconnaissance Platoon moved forward and
reinforced the front lines. The drivers and anti-tank platoon ofСо "Д" moved in to protect the read and flanks of their company and
the Recon Platoon of the 704th lank Destroyer Battalion also vent to
the iront. Every available man was established in perimoter acfensearound the CP. There was a total of 13u casualtics in the battalion.co "3" haa 72, Co "A" had 59 and co "e" 3. Lt Leskovar and Itmcintire were killed.
Friday 21 2ul5 1244

The big concern of the early morning hours was to evacuate the
casualties and to supply the front line companies. There was a light
shelling during thenorning. Gen wood and Gon duger visitca the in
CP about noon. co "G" was alerted to relieve "A" and "3" and moved
into position. During the afternoon, a detail under It Dorf wentforward to evacuate our dead and was shelleà,wounding, one man. Co
"С" completed its relief by 2200. The 83rd Div was on the left flank
endwas contacted. The SOta Div was on the right flank of the l0ch

Casualtie for the day were seven.
Saturday 22 July 19:4

Co "e" spent a comparatively quiet night at the front but used"A" and ""
a chance to reorganize. noved forward on foot to

be abie to subnort "g" in case of another attack. The Bn CP changed
position to one mile Southwest of Saintony at 1245. There was little
enemy ictivity all day. "!" moved into position on the left ofand contacted the 329th inf Regt of the O3rd inf Div. Patrolswere sent out by "C"Salvage was gathered out of material left by
units in position before use Service Co moved into position justNortheast of Sainteny from a position 1 mile east of Blehou. I'wo
casualties for the battalion today.
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Sunday 23 July 19h1

It was an unusually quiet day - this first sunday in actu
combat. The men hu? their fIrst view of air susport ictuckingenemy installationste the immediale front. Positions 
static.There was sliht interittent shellins and sniper fire"o" and oatrols weresent out to deal with them and to maintain
contact with units on the flanks. Supplies came in to replacelosses. it 1815, the Ba CP rcocived artillery fire, but theCommanding Officer's peer and the Executive Officer's air mattress
were the only casualties. Ist Sgtis call was hold by the Adj in afoxhole during, a shelline. Px rations were distributed. Five menwere wounded during the day.
Monday 24 Julx 1944

This was the guietest day since errival in this sector. do "A"disturbes during the night and leared an astempted enemy attack
it did not our artillery was active.write letters. une man in Co "a" Ken vegan to

was killcd ly a mortar shell wollerelieving himself in the middle of a field. The sun came out for
a change. There were three casualties.
Tuesday 25 2217 19L4

At 0100, the in CP was alerted with infoonation that an enemy
patrol had broken through. Al? men were awarened, but fin lly adouble guardwas left on duty. There was sniper fire in Co "3"
area at 0230. Lt hiller was seriously wounded while leading a
patrol toret the snipers. The men were all thrilled by the specta-cular array of bomoers which passed overnead and bombedenemy install-ations to the frontfror. 0930 to 1100. There were hundreds of planes
that could be seen. News was rcceived that i big push was about to
begin.At 1145: Gen Dager presented Puroic Hearts to23 enlistedmen of the battalion at the 6P. The first revlacements, one officerand 66 enlisted men, were received. Service Co collected head

intrenching tools from their men and sent them to the
companies. German oropaganda leaflets were drooped in Co "g"

a warning of a big push by the divisions on our flanks
next morning. hen were instructed that our mission was to hold

ans that fox-holes should be improved in case of an enemy 
attacks There nore seven casualties in the battalion.
Wednesday 26 july 1944

porsonnel of the Sattalion were awakencd at 0530 in case of
an encry counter-attack, but all that happened was that a terrific
concentration of our artillery was laid down on the enemy.
the biggest barrage seen by the unit up until this tine. Co "c"
reported hearing enemy vehicles moving between 0200 and0300. Thefront line companies had their rirst hot meul in seven days when
kitchen trucks were brought forward. Thore was a great deal ofmaintenance and supply nori. vome enomy artillery was received, but
it was light. At 1300, Co "A" discovered its left flank was exposedwhen a patri tailed to find the 329th Infantry there. The company
establisied its own security there. Ine first recommendations for
the xpert an? Conbat Infantryman badges were subritted. There were
two casualties in the battalioh.
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Thursday 27 July 194

battalion ared. it was believed that the chery infantry was with
any noment for the unit to avance.Lt Col laybach and a patrol
from Co vere the firs, illie? troops io enter the town of Raide.
Den packed and turncd their ruffle bags for storage with the of obtaining then during rest periods, it rained AT Howen

Co Comars were called so the CP at 1300 for orders on probable movo
ment the next day. There were no casuilties for the duy.
Friday 28 July 29441

at 0300 the Gramanding Uificer Issued warring orders lor the
battalion to be rcady to move at 0800 as part o° CCA,The sa-talion
did not move. Thirty-three replacements were riceived. it 1700,
Lhe unit wasput under cormand of C0.. The absolute quietness of
the day seenedtransc.there was no enemy or fliendly artillery.in abandoned 1, ton truel was sicked uo in front of the unit's
position,ropired papidly by Service Co and turned over to the
Communicatiors Section2.3 an extra vehicle for its use.l'hcBattalion finally movod out at 1900 after wulting 1or most of theday for other units of the Division to clear theIP The unit wisfar back in column as part of CCB, which followed ool. The order

, mortar platoon, co • essaul gung, hq and

c." and Servise Co. 3n Ilq passed through laids at 1.952,Periers at 2009, st Sauveur Lendelin at 2030 and halt d on the road
outsio or joutance from 2055 to 2130- Therewas a deidGerman
snine lying at the road junction. The towns alongth route werebadl- demolisned and there were few civillans. This eclumn was
passing an endless column of the division's vehicles. he unitcorinue through hontuchon at 2155 and pulle? into biviac one mile
Io theast of Coutance at 2205. Co "" went into positio in support
0 the 53r? Arma inf in on the south side of the town. 1e distance
f the march was lu The division was süill assignd to theVIII Corps, Ist army. lo casualties were incurred.

saturday 29 July 1944
The Ba moved forward at 1315, passe? through Coutance a. 1318

and proceeded southeast and moved into bivouac one nile north of
Longrone • & distance of 15 miles. hany prisoners were being sent
to the read and passed along the road. The first two German p.i-
soners were captured in service Co by 1/5 Christie and Ple naso,who vere awarded 500 francs oy the battalion Commander. The in
closed into bivouac at 2330. There were no casualties for the trirs
straight day.
SuIday 30 July 1941

Co"y" captured two officers and 19 Germun prisoners early inthe morning • the first large haul of the battalion. they were
members or the 942nd Grenadier Fegiment. Lt torton acquired a
German Volkswagen and had it converted for use. The battalion left
the bivouac area at 1130, passed through Lengronne, Ver and halted
1} milos south of the town, where co "¿" ran into light enemyresis-tance at Loirctel. An enemy delaying action caught the company on a
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