
A SOUND l!~ILM, "vVeeds," re leased thi 
111011 th by the Bureau of R eclamation, pre­
:-<euts t he case agaius t weeds on the fa rm a nd 
s hows prnctical methods of combating weeds 
0 11 irri gated land. 

lllustrnting the source and spread of weeds, 
tla ily in view of farm owners bu t too oft en 
t"ken fo r g rnntecl , t he motion picture stres~e~ 
weed pre1·entio n as the chea pest and mo~t 
practica l control method. It depi cts points 
of a ttack to prevent weed infes ta t ion 
tha t will ·ri ve the f a rm own e r a nd the com­
muni ty la rge expendi t ures of money in late r 
years. 

Losses from weeds, i ncludi.ng th e ha :-1n rd 
t·o lives tock nnd people of po isonous va ri e­
ties. fr eq uent ly wid espread al ong di tches and 
d rains, a rc p resen ted. The high cost of 
g rowing weeds on irri gated la nd is .·hown b.1· 
a nimation illustra t iug ho,Y weeds cons um e 
e normous qua n tit ies of water. 

Scenes from ma ny irrigat ion projects show 
practical methods deYeloped in recent yea rs 
to stamp on t weeds. H er e arc shown the 
latest me th ods of e radicating weeds on di tch 
b:111ks a nd pe rma nent co nt r ol n1ea sures to 
keep weeds from r egain ing a foot hold , once 
they are cl ril·en out. E~pecia ll~- in terest ing 
a re pictures of the timely sea ring metholl 
which gil·es promise of lowering costs of 
killing such damaging weeds as whi te top, 
Ca nada t histle, and poisonou~ water hem­
lock. Also shown a r e t he use of chemicals 
ns h erbicides, including the wet a nd dry a p­
pli cations of sodium chl orate a nd the latest 
methods of applying ca rbon bi ~ul phicle. The 
shoot-cutting method to eradica te long-lived 

perennia ls, al so known as clean cultiva tion, 
is demonstrated for la rge a reas. Emphasi,, 
is gil-e n to those prac tices that field tests 
haYe p ro,·ed gil·e best resul ts under irriga tion. 

The fi lm is a rnil a ble to proj ect superin­
tende nts, county agents, ag ricul t ural instruc­
tors, a nd groups in te res ted in weed-control 
,vork. It ma y be obtn i ned only in 16-mill i­
rneter sound edi t ion, requi r ing a 16-millimeter 
souud projector for showing. Running t ime 
is 20 minute,,. R equests for t he fi lm shou](l 
be nddressed to the Commiss ioner , B urea u of 
Recla mat ion, "\Va>:i hingto n, D. C. 

William H. Trimble 
1885-1940 

W:\I. H . TRL\IBLE, Chi ef. Ran ge r of the B ou l­
de r Canyo n prujec t, di ed th e e,·ening of :\fa y 2 
at Boulder City, Nev. H e wa s born at Chey­
enne, "\Vro., a nd h is legal res idence was Colo­
r ado. Wi t h the exception of t\1·0 periods in 
1920 a nd from 1922 to 1933 he en ·ecl co nt inu­
ouslx wit h the B urea u of R ecla ma tion from 
1918 to t he elate of his r etiremen t for dis­
abili ty F eb rua ry 7, 1940. i\Ir. '.rrimble is sur­
Yi,ed by h is w idow a nd a m a rri ed da ugh ter. 

Robert F. Skinner 
1891-1940 

OX April 20, 19-cl 0, R ober t F. Skinner , em­
ployed a· eng ineer 011 t he Fria nt Da m of the 
Central Ya lley project, died s ucldenly of a 
hear t attack just out;:: icle of the GoYernment 
office at the cla m s ite. 

Eng ineer Skinn er served t he Bureau of 
R eclama tion fo r 13 yea rs, starting in 1927 as 
di tch pat rol on t he Ya kim a proj ect , aud ser v­
ing as in.~pecto r , assista nt e n" inetc r , associate 
eng iuee r , a nd f ull g rad e eng in ee r on the Ki tti­
tas and R oza divisions of t his project, the 
Taylor P ark Da m in Colorado a nd Bould er 
Da m. 

\•Vorel r eaches the Bu1·enu thnr he is s ur­
vived by his widow a nd two sons lil"ing in 
Seattle. 

Safety Diversion Tunnel 
(Contin ued froni 7Jo ge 135) 

on t he t unnel ope ra tions e mphasized the 
necessity fo r co rrecting defini tely a ppa rent 
haza rd s ra the r tha n pl acing too much ~1.ccent 
on genera l safety. Effor t wa s made to 
convince the con tractors of the impor tance 
::rnd Ya lue of acciden t pre,·ention a nd the 
fact t hat sa fety -and prod uct ion go ba nd in 
ba nd. 'l'he up-to-el ate employe rs realize that 
fa 1·or:1 bl e acc iden t r ecords mean low com­
pe nsat ion rates a JHl a ca re les,,; di iSrega rd fo r 
a cciclen t pre1·ent ion me~111~ co rre,,; ponding l.r 
hi gh rate;;. T hi :- i~ t ru e not onl y for the 
large ope rato r bn t :1 l~o f:o r t he sma ll 
operato r ; each pays a n acdtl cnt compe n­
sa t ion premium 011 hi s totnl p:1 _1· roll. Hates 
paid fo r compensation insuran c:e -a re nsscssed 
011 th e basis of past accident records . '.rha t 
is, the ra tes are es tablished as a result of 
the ,·a lue of the cla ims made ou the in­
su ra nce company to pay fo r t he ucciden ts 
susta inetl by the employees of tha t company. 
The Government is prope rly concerned with 
hi gh accitlen t co.t~ to the contrn ctor because 
in ~uhmitting bi ds for wo rk whi ch he pro­
po-·es to perform he must protect bim,;c lf by 
s ubmitting a hig he r bid than ,voulcl oth er­
wi:-e i)c possiul e. 

Por te r .J. Pres ton is s upervis ing e ng inee r 
of t he Co lorado-B ig Thomp>:io n p ro ject. S. F. 
Crecelius i;; co nst ruction e ng ineer in cha rge 
of co nstruction of' Green Mounta in D a m a nd 
po we r p la nt. with R. B. \V:.trLl. field e ng ineer. 
T he genera l con t ractor is the vVa ru cr Con­
struction Co. of Chicago, II I. , fo r whom 
F rnnk J . Ka ne is tunuel supe rin tende nt, a nd 
Wa lte r N. Hill , chief engineer. 

D. A. Club of Reno 
THE ofli cinls of the R eno, Ne,·., bra nches of 
the Departmen t of Agricul ture ha ve formed 
what has been te rmed th e D. A. Club, a 
feature of which is a luncheon meeting h eld 
a t n loca l rPs tnurnn t on t he t hird Tuesday 
of each month fo r the purpose of creati ng 
cooperation a nd unclerstanding between the 
n1r ious branches a nd agencies of the GoYern­
mc nt sen ·ice. 

F. M. Spencer, act ing ·co nstruction eng ineer 
of the T ruckee storage project, a t tended t he 
luncheo n on Ma r ch 19 upon i1n-itation of 
Governmen t officia ls in terested in la nd-use 
ac tivities. 

The Reclamation Era_. May 1940 { 143} 


